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1.  PURPOSE.  The purpose of this handbook bulletin is to announce that Appendix 6 to FAA Order 8400.10, Air Transportation Operations Inspector’s Handbook, shall be used as interim guidance for Airworthiness Inspectors. 

2.  BACKGROUND.  Air Transportation Oversight System is the new air carrier oversight process developed by Flight Standards, under a Partnership for Safety Charter, with the support of Sandia National Laboratories.  On August 26, 1998, Appendix 6 was added to FAA Order 8400.10 (Change 12) to provide guidance for ATOS inspectors.  Due to the immediate necessity to implement the ATOS process, ATOS policies and procedures were not included in the Airworthiness Inspector’s Handbook, FAA Order 8300.10.  All airworthiness aviation safety inspectors (ASI) who are currently conducting ATOS surveillance were trained using Appendix 6 to 8400.10, and given that appendix for their use.

3.  CURRENT STATUS.  The ATOS policies and procedures were intended to be incorporated into the 8300.10.  However, there is an effort to separate the ATOS policies and procedures from 8400.10, Appendix 6, and establish it as a stand alone FAA directive.  Until such time that a decision is made as to its status, it is more cost effective for airworthiness inspectors to continue to use 8400.10, Appendix 6.

4.  ACTION.  Although ATOS policies and procedures are located in Appendix 6 of the Air Transportation Operations Inspector’s Handbook, it applies to ATOS airworthiness inspectors as well.  All ATOS airworthiness inspectors will continue to use Appendix 6 to the 8400.10 for guidance on ATOS policies and procedures.

5.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by the Air Transportation Oversight System (ATOS) Certificate Management Office (CMO), AFS-900.  Any questions regarding this bulletin should be directed to Donna Frost-Swank, AFS-900, at 703-661-0571.
6.  EXPIRATION DATE.  This bulletin will expire on 03-31-01.

/s/

Angela B. Elgee, Manager

  Continuous Airworthiness Maintenance Division
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