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1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin provides Flight Standards Service (AFS) notification of the issuance of a Special Federal Aviation Regulation (SFAR) that allows operators of specified airplanes to operate those airplanes under Part 121 or 125 without meeting the resolution requirements for certain parameters of information recorded by Flight Data Recorders.

2.  BACKGROUND.  In response to a series of recommendations issued by the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), the FAA revised and updated Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) Parts 121, 125 and 135 in 1997 to require that flight data recorders (DFDR) on airplanes in the US fleet be upgraded to include additional parameters of data.  The exact number of parameters required depends on the age of the airplane.  Under that rulemaking action, the FAA prescribed a phased compliance schedule beginning in 1999. All upgrades must be accomplished by August 20, 2001.  As part of the revision in the DFDR regulations, the FAA developed Part 121, appendix M which specifies the ranges, accuracy’s, sampling intervals and resolution requirements for each parameter recorded.  The standards were based on the requirements of the former U.S. standard, Part 11, appendix B and on the European Organization for Civil Aviation Equipment (EuroCae) standards found in document ED-55. 

A.  Appendix M reflects tightened range, accuracy, sampling interval, and resolution requirements to reflect the performance expected of newer technologies. Part 125, appendix E and Part 135, appendix F are identical to Part 121, appendix M and address the same airplanes in the service of different operators.  After the issuance of the rule change in 1997, Airbus Industries took exception to the rule, in that their comments were not adequately addressed and in 1999, they successfully petitioned for an amendment to the rule to obtain relief from making extensive modifications to achieve compliance.  These changes are reflected in the footnotes of appendix M.  Boeing and Dassault Aviation also informed the FAA that selected aircraft in their product line could not meet the resolution requirements of some of the parameters, and requested an exemption from the rule to address these compliance problems. 

B.  Because the FAA can only issue exemptions to operators and there was insufficient time to gather the information necessary to resolve this issue before the August 20, 2001 compliance date, the SFAR was issued to grant relief to operators from the resolution requirements of Part 121, appendix M. The relief provided by this regulation is very limited in that it only applies to the resolution of specific parameters and does not grant any relief from the additional parameter requirements.

3.  ACTION  Aviation Safety Inspectors (ASI) need to ensure that their respective operators are aware of this SFAR and that the operators are cognizant of the 30 day reporting requirement specified in the rule, for any airplane not specifically listed in the SFAR, to ensure that all circumstances of non compliance will be given adequate consideration when the final resolution is developed.

4.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin has been developed by AFS-302.  Any questions regarding this information should be directed to AFS-302 at (202) 267-3809.

5.  EXPIRATION DATE.  This bulletin will expire on 02-28-02.
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