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TRACKING NUMBER:
N/A


APPLICABILITY:


----------------------------------------------------------------

NOTE:  The information contained in this bulletin has been determined as necessary to support aviation safety and security issues and therefore given priority for immediate publication.

----------------------------------------------------------------

1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin provides information and guidance for principal operations and maintenance inspectors (PI) regarding additional reporting requirements for Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations(14 CFR) Part 121 operators who choose to comply with item 2, Regulatory Relief, in Special Federal Aviation Regulation 92 (SFAR 92).  These reporting requirements will terminate on April 9, 2003, or when the operator’s entire fleet of aircraft is returned to full compliance with all regulatory design requirements.

2.  BACKGROUND.  The actions in SFAR 92 are being taken in the wake of the September 11, 2001, hijackings of four U.S. commercial aircraft.  These terrorist attacks demonstrated the willingness of some people to use hijacked aircraft as weapons against the citizens of the United States.  This is an unanticipated safety and security threat that was not considered in the design of transport airplanes.  It is clear that there is a critical need to improve the security of the flightcrew compartment.

3.  SFAR 92.

A.  SFAR 92 became effective on October 9, 2001, and is in effect until April 9, 2003.  SFAR 92, item 2, allows airline and cargo operators to quickly modify the flightcrew compartment door to delay or deter unauthorized entry into the flightcrew compartment.  It allows temporary variances from existing design standards for the doors and establishes a period during which non-compliance with design requirements will be allowed while improvements to flightcrew compartment security are made.  The SFAR provides airlines with maximum flexibility to incorporate door modifications rapidly.

B.  The SFAR allows for the approval for return-to-service of modified airplanes without prior Administrator-approved data if the modification constitutes a major alteration.  However, the ability to approve airplanes with major alterations for return-to-service without prior approved data terminates on April 8, 2003.  After this 18-month relief, the modified airplane must be brought back into full compliance with all design requirements.  In addition to waiving specific airworthiness regulations, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is waiving procedural requirements applicable to 14 CFR part 121, section 121.379(b).

4.  DISCUSSION.  The FAA has established a Washington Headquarters Team (Tiger Team 1) comprised of personnel from the Aircraft Certification Service (AIR), Flight Standards Service (AFS), Office of the Chief Counsel (AGC), and the Office of Acquisitions (ASU) to work and monitor the activity resulting from the publication of SFAR 92.  It has been determined by the Administrator that circumstances warrant immediate action by the FAA, which includes further reporting requirements, beyond those stated in SFAR 92, of 90-day and 180-day reports.  Tiger Team 1 determined the fastest and most effective way to obtain the additional information was by issuing special Operations Specifications (OpSpec) paragraph A400.


A.  Special OpSpec Paragraph A400.  OpSpecs Part A paragraphs are general paragraphs which may contain airworthiness, operations, and/or shared paragraphs.  OpSpec A400 is a new, special information collection paragraph titled: SFAR 92, Flightcrew Compartment Door Modification Reports.  Upon termination of SFAR 92, this paragraph will expire.

B.  OpSpec A400 is a one-time, special OpSpec which requires the operators to maintain and provide Tiger Team 1 with up-to-date information on the progress of SFAR 92.  Tiger Team 1 will use the information collected to provide further reports to the FAA Administrator, the Department of Transportation, the Secretary, and Congress.

NOTE:  No signatures by either the operator or FAA are required on this paragraph.  This is a special paragraph for the collection of information and reporting of
SFAR 92 related activity only.

C.  If a Part 121 operator chooses to modify their flightcrew compartment doors under SFAR 92, then they must complete OpSpec paragraph A400.  Operators having Industry OpSpecs must enter SFAR activity either as it occurs or on a weekly basis.  All other operators must update their SFAR activity on a weekly basis by submitting the report to their PI.  This paragraph does not fulfill the reporting requirements under the SFAR for the 90 and 180 day reporting to the Director of Aircraft Certification Service.

5.  ACTION.

A.  PIs should ensure that the information contained in both this bulletin and OpSpec paragraph A400 is made available to their assigned Part 121 operators.

B.  PIs should ensure the accomplishment of the weekly reports as provided in OpSpec A400 (outlined above).

C.  For operators who do not have access to the automated OpSpecs, the PI should update OpSpec A400 into the Operations Specifications Subsystem on a minimum 7-day (calendar days) cycle.

6.  INQUIRIES.  AFS-200 and AFS-300 jointly developed this bulletin.  Any questions regarding the guidance in this bulletin should be directed to AFS-330 at (202) 267-3440 or AFS-210 at (202) 267-8166.  Questions may be sent via FAA CC:mail to:
9-awa-avr-afs330special-projects or 
9-awa-avr-afs210special-projects.  Send messages via the Internet to:  9-awa-avr-afs330special-projects@faa.gov or 
9-awa-avr-afs210special-projects@faa.gov.
7.  EXPIRATION.  This bulletin will expire on 04/09/03.

/s/ Ava L. Mims

Acting Director, Flight Standards Service, AFS-1
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