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----------------------------------------------------------------

NOTE:  The information contained in this bulletin has been determined as necessary to support aviation safety and security issues and therefore given priority for immediate publication.

----------------------------------------------------------------

1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin provides principal operations and maintenance inspectors (PI) with guidance and information about additional reporting requirements for Minimum Equipment List (MEL) revisions related to the use of the specific relief provided by Policy Letters (PL) PL-09, Revision 5, PL-24, Revision 3, and 
PL-83, Revision 4.  These letters were revised on October 15, 2001 as a result of enhanced security requirements adopted by air carriers.

2.  BACKGROUND.  As a result of enhanced security requirements in the wake of the hijackings of September 11, 2001, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has made the revisions to Master MELs (MMEL) contained in PL-09 Revision 5, PL-24 Revision 3, and PL-83 Revision 4.

3.  MMEL Revisions to PL-09, PL-24, and PL-83.  The following summarizes the October 15, 2001 revisions to PL-09, PL-24, and PL-83 as a result of enhanced security requirements adopted by carriers.

A.  PL-09 Revision 5, Public Address System, Crewmember Interphone and Alerting Systems.  Revision 5 incorporates security recommendations for interphone systems requiring communication between the flight deck and the cabin at all times.

B.  PL-24 Revision 3, Standard Proviso for Lavatory Fire Protection.  Revision 3 establishes lavatory use requirements by crewmembers due to enhanced security requirements adopted by carriers.  This revision provides guidance to crewmembers enabling them to use a lavatory with an inoperative smoke detection or fire extinguishing system.

C.  PL-83 Revision 4, MMEL Requirements for Water and Waste on Air Carrier Aircraft.  Revision 4 adds proviso b) to the last set of provisos for Lavatory Waste Systems allowing the pilot-in-command the authority to decide if flight duration is acceptable with the forward/upper deck lavatory unusable.  

4.  DISCUSSION.  The FAA has identified a need to monitor the activity resulting from the air carrier MEL revisions related to these three policy letters.  The Administrator has determined that circumstances warrant immediate action by FAA, which includes further reporting requirements, beyond established procedure for MEL approval.  The Administrator also determined that the fastest and most effective way to obtain the additional information was by issuing special Operations Specifications (OpSpec) paragraph A401.

A.  Special OpSpec Paragraph A401.  OpSpecs Part A paragraphs are general paragraphs which may contain airworthiness, operations, and/or shared paragraphs.  OpSpec A401 is a new, special information collection paragraph titled:  MEL Revisions Related to Policy Letters:  Pl-09, PL-24, and PL-83.

B.  OpSpec A401 is a one-time, special OpSpec which requires the operators to maintain and provide up-to-date information on the approval of MEL revisions related to these three policy letters.  The information is being collected to provide further reports to the FAA Administrator, the Department of Transportation, the Secretary, and Congress.

C.  Part 121 operators who make use of the specific relief contained in the subject policy letters must complete OpSpec paragraph A401.  Operators having Industry OpSpecs must enter MEL activity either as it occurs or on a weekly basis.  Updates to A401 should be entered by COB on Thursday of each week.  All other operators must update their MEL activity on a weekly basis by submitting the report to their PI.  This paragraph does not replace the established MEL approval process through the assigned PI.

5.  ACTION.

A.  PIs should ensure that the information contained in both this bulletin and OpSpec paragraph A401 is made available to their assigned Part 121 operators.

B.  PIs should ensure the accomplishment of the weekly reports as provided in OpSpec A401 (outlined above).

C.  For operators who do not have access to the automated OpSpecs, the PI should update OpSpec A401 into the Operations Specifications Subsystem on a weekly basis by COB Thursday.

6.  INQUIRIES.  AFS-200 developed this bulletin.  Any questions regarding the guidance in this bulletin should be directed to OPSS Helpdesk at (202) 267-9991.

7.  EXPIRATION.  This bulletin will be in effect until further notice.

/s/ Louis C. Cusimano, for

Ava L. Mims

Acting Director, Flight Standards Service, AFS-1
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