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1.  PURPOSE.  The purpose of this bulletin is to ensure that you, the Aviation Safety Inspector, communicate clearly with operators concerning factors that may cause a delay or denial of their field approval request.

2.  BACKGROUND.  Recently, operators have expressed concerns that they have been denied field approvals without being told why they were denied.  Inspectors have guidance that explains the procedures for approving or denying field approvals and should continue to follow it.

3.  DISCUSSION.

A.  An operator who requests a field approval is responsible for providing adequate data to allow you to evaluate the alteration or repair.  The 8300.10 Airworthiness Inspector’s Handbook, volume 2, chapter 1 states that if the data is not complete, the operator must supply any additional information needed.  The burden is on the operator to supply adequate data, but you should communicate any data omissions or concerns to the applicant.

B.  An operator may request a field approval for an alteration that requires a Supplemental Type Certificate (STC).  In this case, inform the applicant that a field approval is not warranted and that advisory circular 21-40, Application Guide for Obtaining a Supplemental Type Certificate, explains how to obtain an STC.
C.  If you must coordinate with an Aircraft Certification Office (ACO) before performing a field approval, or if a flight manual supplement needs approval from the ACO, you should inform the operator of this requirement and tell them to expect a delay.

D.  You should tell the operator when they should expect the approval to be completed. If there are delays, you should inform the operator.

E.  If you decline to perform the field approval, you should inform the operator of the reasons for the denial.

4.  ACTION.  You should strive to communicate early and often with all operators who request a field approval.

5.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by the General Aviation and Commercial Branch, AFS-340.  Comments or questions concerning this bulletin should be directed to Wayne Fry, 
AFS-340, at 202-493-5228.

6.  EXPIRATION.  This bulletin will expire on 05-31-03.

/s/ David E. Cann, Manager 

Continuous Airworthiness Maintenance Division
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