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1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin provides information to Flight Standards aviation safety inspectors (ASI) with certificate management responsibilities for Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 121, 125, 129, and 135 certificate holders operating Douglas DC-8 cargo aircraft.  This information will assist ASIs in determining whether Douglas DC-8 cargo aircraft are in compliance with their type design.

2.  BACKGROUND.  Airworthiness standards set forth in part 4b, § 4b.383 of the Civil Air Regulations (CAR) and 14 CFR part 25, § 25.857, require aircraft to have a means to exclude hazardous quantities of smoke, flames, noxious gases, or extinguishing agent from entering the flightcrew compartment or any compartment occupied by passengers.  The industry is currently operating Douglas DC-8 aircraft that were designed exclusively for the carriage of cargo or were originally designed as passenger aircraft and modified to an all-cargo configuration.  These two design configurations have generated confusion as to whether the installation of a smoke barrier is required to satisfy the regulatory requirements of the CAR or 14 CFR sections mentioned above.       

3.  DISCUSSION.  The FAA, The Boeing Company, and various operators have maintained an ongoing dialogue on the requirement for smoke barriers to be installed on all Douglas DC-8 aircraft.  Following years of discussion, the FAA and The Boeing Company have come to the following agreement.  All Douglas DC-8 cargo aircraft require one of the following methods to exclude hazardous quantities of smoke, flames, noxious gases, or extinguishing agent from entering the flightcrew compartment or any compartment occupied by passengers:

A.  All Douglas DC-8 Cargo Aircraft With Courier Module Installations. Smoke barrier installations, per Douglas Drawing No. 5891931, are required on all DC-8 cargo aircraft with courier module installations (i.e., any airplane configuration with seating or other crew provisions between the barrier net and crew compartment partition).  

NOTE: Some operators may allow the smoke barrier to be removed with the restriction that the seating or other crew provisions cannot be occupied.  If this is the case, the crew compartment door must meet all specifications per Douglas Drawing No. 5655598 and the crew compartment door and crew compartment partition installations must be in accordance with Douglas Drawing No. 5774273. 

B.  All Douglas DC-8 Cargo Aircraft Without Courier Module Installations. Smoke barrier installations are not required, provided the crew compartment door meets all specifications per Douglas Drawing No. 5655598 and the crew compartment door and crew compartment partition installations are in accordance with Douglas Drawing No. 5774273. 

4.  ACTION.  This bulletin provides information to ASIs of the need to maintain the DC-8 aircraft in compliance to its type design.  All smoke barrier installations must be adequately maintained to prevent hazardous quantities of smoke, flames, noxious gases, or extinguishing agent from entering the flightcrew compartment or any compartment occupied by passengers.  Additionally, principal inspectors shall provide a copy of this bulletin to their affected operators.  

5.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by the Air Carrier Maintenance Branch, AFS-330.  Any questions regarding the guidance in this bulletin should be directed to AFS-330 at 202‑267-3440.

6.  EXPIRATION DATE.  This bulletin will expire on 7-31-04.

/s/ David E. Cann, Manager

Aircraft Maintenance Division
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