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1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin provides information and guidance to principal maintenance inspectors (PMI) of Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 145 air agencies and other persons to address concerns expressed by industry and the FAA on the performance of certain wing spar modifications and/or repairs to Cessna 400 series aircraft.

2.  BACKGROUND.  Cessna Aircraft Company (Cessna) has issued supplemental inspection documents (SID) to detect fatigue damage to primary and secondary airframe components. Certain of these SIDs address fatigue issues with the aircraft main wing spar caps. In addition to inspections, these particular SIDs require the installation of spar straps. Cessna sells kits that include the necessary parts. These SIDs are not, of themselves, mandatory at this time. The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is reviewing these documents and the service history of these aircraft to determine if an Airworthiness Directive (AD) is appropriate. 
3.  DISCUSSION.  The accomplishment of the SIDs for installation of the spar straps is complex and not every facility will be capable of performing this work. The FAA recognizes that while there are no specific regulatory requirements beyond those in parts 43, 65, 91, 121, 135, and 145 that would limit who can perform these modifications, this work requires a high level of expertise and/or experience.

4.  ACTION.  PMIs who have oversight of repair stations, operators, or other facilities that are capable of performing this level of inspection and modifications and/or repairs should:

A. Verify the facility has the technical expertise and 

capability to perform the work. 

B. Verify the facility has all of the manufacturer’s 

required equipment and data to properly perform the work.

NOTE: ASIs will not perform field approvals or any alternate means of compliance for these SIDs, or other alterations or repairs to the main spars or components thereof.

5.  INQUIRIES.  The General Aviation and Repair Station Branch, AFS‑340, developed this bulletin to satisfy safety concerns of modifying Cessna 400 series aircraft.  Contact AFS-340 at 202‑267-7027 with any questions or comments regarding this bulletin.

6.  EXPIRATION DATE.  This bulletin will expire on 05-31-05.

/s/ Carol Giles for

David E. Cann, Manager

Aircraft Maintenance Division
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