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NOTE: THIS BULLETIN REQUIRES PTRS INPUT.  SEE PARAGRAPH 4.

1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin alerts principal avionics inspectors (PAI) to notify their respective operators of the need to establish and ensure that proper recordkeeping practices are incorporated into their continued airworthiness maintenance program (CAMP) for maintaining currency of flight data recorder (FDR) parameter correlation test data following major maintenance.

2.  BACKGROUND.  Both the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) rely heavily on data retrieved from FDRs to aid them in incident and accident investigations.  Following several incidents, as well as accidents attributed to breaches in maintenance practices, the FAA is issuing this bulletin to ensure that correlation data, as described within Advisory Circular (AC) 20-141, Airworthiness and Operational Approval of Digital Flight Data Recorder Systems, is properly recorded as a function of an air carrier’s or air taxi operator’s CAMP and that such correlation data can be assessed during an FAA spot inspection, or in the event of an incident or accident investigation.

3.  ACTION.  PAIs should immediately notify their operators to incorporate methods for recording changes from the baseline correlation data that may affect the data parameters or specifications following major maintenance activities.

4.  PROGRAM TRACKING AND REPORTING SUBSYSTEM (PTRS) ENTRY.  PAIs shall use PTRS activity codes 5302, 5303, 5351, and/or 5628 for 14 CFR part 121 operators.  Use PTRS activity code 5628 and/or 5634 for 14 CFR part 135 operators.  Enter “FSAW04A33” in the “National Use” field (without the quotes).  Use the comments section to record interaction and response of the operator.

5.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by the Airmen and Avionics Branch, AFS-350.  For questions or comments regarding this bulletin, contact Terry Pearsall, AFS-350, at 202-267-3042.

6.  EXPIRATION.  This bulletin will expire on 07-31-05.

/s/ Carol E. Giles for

David E. Cann, Manager

Aircraft Maintenance Division
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