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BULLETIN TYPE:
Flight Standards Information Bulletin for Airworthiness (FSAW)

BULLETIN NUMBER:
FSAW 04-08

BULLETIN TITLE:
Inspect to Ensure Implementation of Service Bulletin(s) on Loral Fairchild, Model F-800 Flight Data Recorder (FDR) to Satisfy Proper Functionality and to Prevent Inadvertent Non-Compliance of 14 CFR part 121, § 121.344(h) or part 135, § 135.152(a), as well as Inspect for Possible Latent Malfunctions or Defects in FDR

EFFECTIVE DATE:
07-02-04

TRACKING NUMBER:
NTSB A-03-35


APPLICABILITY:



NOTE:  THIS BULLETIN REQUIRES PTRS INPUT.  SEE PARAGRAPH 4.

1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin alerts principal avionics inspectors (PAI) to notify their operators of the need to implement two Loral Fairchild service bulletins (SB) that prevent Loral Fairchild Model F-800 FDR from reverting to the “first track” of the recording tape when primary electrical power is interrupted to the FDR.  This bulletin also alerts PAIs to examine repair records or work orders that denote repairs of the Model F-800 FDR, to detect any other possible latent failure modes (malfunctions) or defects that may require corrective action.

2.  BACKGROUND.  Both the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) rely heavily on data retrieved from FDRs to aid them in incident and accident investigations.  Proper operation of the aircraft’s FDR system is necessary to satisfy certain functional requirements to record and maintain 25 hours of recorded data as required by Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 121, § 121.344(h), and part 135, § 135.152(a).  Loral Fairchild has identified several causes for track switching malfunctions and issued two Field SBs (DFR 011 and DFR 027) to correct inadvertent track switching and other functional performance problems.

3.  ACTION.  

A.  PAIs should notify their air carriers and/or air taxi operators that employ Loral Fairchild Model F-800 FDRs, but have not incorporated Field SBs DFR 011 and DFR 027, that they may be in non-compliance with § 121.344(h) or § 135.152(a).

B.  Additionally, PAIs are encouraged to perform spot inspections of their operators’ maintenance records or work orders containing descriptions of maintenance or alterations performed on Loral Fairchild Model F-800 FDR to correct for latent failure modes or defects.

4.  PROGRAM TRACKING AND REPORTING SUBSYSTEM (PTRS) ENTRY.  PAIs shall use PTRS activity code 5628 to record the actions of this bulletin.  Enter “FSAW04A35” in the “National Use” field (without the quotes).  Use the comment section to record interaction and response of the operator.

5.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by the Airmen and Avionics Branch, AFS-350.  For questions or comments regarding this bulletin, contact Terry Pearsall, AFS-350, at 202-267-3042.

6.  EXPIRATION.  This bulletin will expire on 07-31-05.

/s/ Carol E. Giles for

David E. Cann, Manager

Aircraft Maintenance Division
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