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1.  PURPOSE.  This FSIB contains information regarding the export airworthiness approval of avionics components. 

2.  BACKGROUND.  There have been numerous inquiries from the field regarding the export requirements for newly overhauled avionics components.  The lack of proper criteria for what actually constitutes a newly overhauled component has resulted in various interpretations and incorrect applications of the export airworthiness requirements.  Since these components are going to various foreign and domestic operators abroad, a significant impact to safety may result without proper criteria.  Many of these components are being returned to U.S. vendors and manufacturers for repair, inspections, and testing before being exported back to these domestic and foreign overseas operators.

Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 43, section 43.2(a) states, in part, that:  No person may describe, in any required maintenance entry or form, an aircraft, airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, or component part as being overhauled unless:

  --  It has been disassembled, cleaned, inspected, repaired as

necessary, and reassembled; and

  --  It has been tested in accordance with approved standards and technical data, or in accordance with current standards and

technical data acceptable to the Administrator.

3.  ACTION.  Avionics inspectors, with responsibilities for issuing and approving Airworthiness Approval Tags, FAA Form 8130-3, for product export are reminded that 14 CFR section 43.2(a) does not imply that a complete disassembly of avionics components is necessary.  A component will not require any disassembly if it has undergone testing and is found to be in conformance to an approved standard.  Avionics components are considered "newly overhauled" for export when they have been disassembled to the extent necessary to facilitate inspection and needed repair, and tested in accordance with approved standards and technical data 
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acceptable to the Administrator.  The component manufacturer's test specification or data may be used as a basis for this conformity.

A.  Avionics components may be "returned to service" and shipped to domestic and foreign operators using FAA Form 8130-3, REGARDLESS OF ITS DESTINATION.  (Reference Order 8130.21A, "Procedures for Completion and Use of FAA Form 8130-3, Airworthiness Approval Tag.")  When using FAA Form 8130-3 as a return to service document, the criteria for "new" or "newly overhauled" will not be necessary.

When FAA Form 8130-3 is used for return to service, it must show

the data required by 14 CFR section 43.9, which includes the following:

  --  A description of the work performed.

  --  The date of completion of the work performed.

  --  The name of the person performing the work.

  --  Identification by Type Certificate (TC) number if the

      product is removed from an aircraft, aircraft engine, or

      propeller produced under a TC. 

  --  Other documents when used, such as work orders or 

      alteration records. 

B.  In an effort to harmonize airworthiness standards with other civil authorities, the FAA and other civil authorities have agreed to the use of FAA Form 8130-03 as a basis for export airworthiness approval and as a means for returning components to service without requiring that each component be "new" or "newly overhauled."  It is still incumbent upon the shipper and their customers to ensure the requirements of the importing country are met.

4.  INQUIRIES. This FSIB was developed by AFS-350.  Any questions

regarding this FSIB should be directed to Mr. Milton Hill, AFS-350, at (202) 267-3810.

5.  EXPIRATION DATE. This FSIB will expire on 05-31-01.

/s/

Edgar C. Fell

