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1.  PURPOSE.  This FSIB contains information and action for inspectors concerning fatal and injury accidents involving aircraft used for sport parachute jumping, and the need for increased surveillance.

2.  BACKGROUND.  Recent investigations by the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) of fatal and injury accidents involving aircraft used for sport parachute jumping have raised concerns about the level of safety of such operations.  Most recently, there have been two reported accidents involving sport parachute jump aircraft, one involving a deHavilland DHC-6, and the other involving a Beechcraft 18.  The NTSB has cited a number of contributing factors to these accidents, including the following:

  -- Lack of use of a restraint system by each parachutist during flight 

  -- Use of unapproved crewmember seat belts

  -- Inadequate aircraft maintenance

  -- Contaminated fuel

  -- Inadequate training of pilots

  -- Pilot inattention to aircraft weight and balance

3.  PROCEDURES.

  A.  Additional Surveillance.  Each district office is requested to conduct additional surveillance of sport parachute jumping operations occurring within district boundaries.

   (1)  Inspectors should perform increased interior and exterior ramp inspections of aircraft used for such operations, paying particular attention to the factors cited by the NTSB (in paragraph 2).

   (2)  Inspectors should ensure that operators conducting sport parachute jumping operations are familiar with and in compliance with aircraft operating limitations issued by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) as a condition for use of the aircraft for sport parachute jumping.

   (3)  Field office personnel should visit (where available) their local United States Parachute Association (USPA) and discuss the concerns indicated in this bulletin.

  B.  PTRS Input.  Inspectors should identify any surveillance associated with this activity by entering "SPORTJUMP" in the "National Use" field of the Program Tracking and Reporting Subsystem (PTRS) record.  PTRS tracking in accordance with HBAW 94-02 and HBGA 94-04 is not required.

4.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by AFS-300.  Questions regarding this bulletin may be addressed to AFS-820 
at (202) 267-8194.

5.  EXPIRATION.  This FSIB will expire on 05-31-02.
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