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1.  PURPOSE.  This FSIB contains information regarding seat back break-over.  This is a re-issue of FSAW 93-23.

2.  BACKGROUND.  It has come to our attention that some inspectors may be delaying departure of aircraft used in air carrier operations due to seat backs not having a 25-pound break-over force when checked at the centerline of the top of the seat during surveillance.

The inspectors cite a memorandum initiated by the Manager, Transport Airplane Directorate, ANM-100, Subject:  Minimum Break- over Force Required for Seat Backs of Passenger Seats Installed on Transport Airplanes on June 24, 1983, as the guidance for the seat back inspection.  This guidance was issued to the Aircraft Certification Office engineers and inspectors having initial seat certification responsibility.

Additionally, there are some inspectors who may not be aware that there are seats that ARE NOT REQUIRED to have a break-over and are manufactured locked in the upright position.  These seats are based on a minimum performance standard stated by Technical Standard Order-C39b.

To meet the requirements of Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 25, section 25.785(j), industry seat manufacturers determined that a minimum break-over force of 25 pounds is acceptable when seat backs are breaking forward from the erect position with the force applied at the top of seat back on the centerline of the seat.

Consequently, the definition of the following question is asked:

What is the adequate minimum break-over force acceptable for seat

backs to meet the requirements of 14 CFR part 25, section 25.785(j).

3.  ACTION.  The following standards are to be used by all aviation safety inspectors in order to determine an acceptable resistance force for seat break-over:

--   During aircraft surveillance, an inspector discovers no

     break-over force for a individual seat or a number of seats.

     Report this to a responsible person for the air carrier to

     ensure that the approved maintenance procedures for this

     situation are followed.  For uncertainties regarding seat

     certification, check with the air carrier's principal

     maintenance inspector (PMI) regarding approval of these type

     seats.  Findings should be reported to PMI's by using the

     Program Tracking and Reporting Subsystem.

--   PMI's should review their operator's continuous

     airworthiness maintenance program to ensure that the proper

     break-over force is listed in the maintenance program.  This

     should be done by reviewing the seat manufacturer's

     specifications.  The PMI should also ensure the operator has

     a method of checking seat back-over during a maintenance

     cycle.

In no instance should an aircraft be delayed due to no seat back

break-over.

4.  INQUIRIES.  This FSIB was developed by AFS-300.  Any questions regarding this information bulletin should be directed to AFS-330 at (202) 267-3790.

5.  EXPIRATION DATE.  This FSIB expires on 05-31-02.
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Frederick J. Leonelli

