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1.  PURPOSE.  This FSIB contains information and direction for principal inspectors (PI) to ensure that approved air carrier strobe light maintenance programs are revised to include calibration of test equipment.  Photometric inspection and test equipment used to measure light intensity should be calibrated to a standard traceable to the National Institute of Standards and 

Technology (NIST).  This bulletin cancels FSAW 94-25B.

2.  BACKGROUND.

  A.  In response to the National Transportation Safety Board Recommendation, A-91-112, (issued December 3, 1991), the Flight Standards Service Aircraft Maintenance Division, AFS-300 issued Notice N8300.105 in February 1992.  The Notice requested specific maintenance program information regarding subjects, such as inspection intervals, test equipment utilized, and primary failure modes.  FSAW 94-25B provided guidance to the PI’s concerning air carrier strobe light maintenance programs with an effective compliance date of September 30, 1996. When FSAW 94-25B was issued, there was no NIST standard available for flashing strobe anti-collision lights.

  B.  During 1996, the FAA contracted with NIST and Department of Commerce, to develop flashing light primary standards for intensity measurements.  This standard is applicable to intensity measurements on flashing strobe anti-collision lights.  In April 1997, NIST calibration services became available (Special Photometric Test Flash Photometers, NIST Test No. 37100S).

3.  ACTION.

  A.  PI’s shall ascertain if their air carrier operator has elected to use photometric testing as a basis for its approved air carrier strobe anti-collision light maintenance program.  In this instance, the equipment used shall be calibrated to a standard traceable to NIST (as described in paragraph  2B above).  The personnel performing the tests should be trained in the appropriate testing techniques.  The affected air carrier’s maintenance program should be revised to include this provision.

  B.  No action is required for an approved air carrier strobe anti-collision light maintenance program that does not use photometric testing as its basis.  However, the PI should determine if the operator is testing a sample of units removed to ensure the time interval selected meets the minimum lighting requirements.

4.  INQUIRIES.  This FSIB was developed by AFS-350.  Questions or comments regarding this FSIB should be directed to AFS-350, at (202) 267-8177.

5.  EXPIRATION.  This FSIB will expire on 05-31-01.

/s/ Richard C. Berg for

Ava L. Mims, Manager,

Aircraft Maintenance Division

