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1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin contains information and guidance to assist Flight Standards Aviation Safety Inspectors (ASI) regarding issuing standard airworthiness certificates for civil rotorcraft.





2.  BACKGROUND.





A.  Aviation Safety Inspectors from both Flight Standards Service (AFS) and Aircraft Certification Service (AIR) are receiving requests to issue original or replacement standard airworthiness certificates for type-certificated rotorcraft.  �The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has recently identified several instances in which persons had installed data plates on rotorcraft that did not meet FAA type design.  Although applications submitted to the FAA by these persons indicated that such rotorcraft met FAA type design, investigations conducted by the FAA and other government agencies have established that, in fact, they were military surplus aircraft sold to the public.  These particular aircraft are potentially eligible for special, restricted category certification only.





B.  The FAA’s position is that such misrepresentation seriously misleads the consumer regarding the quality, safety, and reliability of these rotorcraft.





3.  DISCUSSION.





A.  Some military rotorcraft may appear to be identical to similar FAA type-certificated models.  However, there are important differences in design, manufacturing processes, materials, and how the military and civil versions were operated and maintained.  Often, it is difficult to see the difference between military and civil models in order to substantiate whether the rotorcraft meets FAA type design without having access to the adequate data.





B.  Type Certificate Data Sheets (TCDS) may list both, civil model and military model rotorcraft.  Some examples are:  206A1(OH-58A), 369A(OH-6A), S-61A (U.S. Navy SH-3A, and HSS-2).  These TCDS list eligible serial numbers.





NOTE: Eligible serial number means only that specific serial numbered rotorcraft is eligible for type certification.  It does not establish that a rotorcraft with a listed serial number is already type certificated.





C.  Examples of Rotorcraft Manufacturers TCDS.





(1)  One manufacturer produced rotorcraft for the military with no civil models ever produced under the Type-Certificate (TC).





(2)  Another manufacturer produced both civil and military rotorcraft; however, the eligible serial numbers listed in the TCDS pertain to civil rotorcraft only.





(3)  Yet another manufacturer’s TCDS list a serial number “and up”.  Hundreds of these particular military rotorcraft were produced for the military, but only two aircraft were FAA type-certificated under this manufacturer’s TC.  The others may become eligible for type certification only if they are converted in accordance with type design data specified in the TCDS.





4.  ACTION.  When ASI’s are requested to issue standard airworthiness certificates for rotorcraft, they must conduct a detailed inspection to ensure that the helicopter meets its FAA-approved type design and is not of military origin.  While performing this certification inspection, the use of type design data with more specific information than the TCDS is required.  �Whenever the commercial model listed in the TCDS has a military model counterpart shown in parentheses, the ASI shall contact the Rotorcraft Directorate (ASW-100) or the Fort Worth Evaluation Group (FTW-AEG) to obtain the specific, detailed information and technical assistance necessary to establish whether the helicopter is a military or commercial model.





5.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by the Continuous Airworthiness Maintenance Division, AFS-300, FTW-AEG and ASW-100.  Any questions concerning this bulletin should be directed to the Rotorcraft Directorate, ASW-100 or the FTW-AEG.


6.  LOCATION.  The guidance material covered by this bulletin will be incorporated into the next revision to FAA Order 8300.10, Airworthiness Inspector’s Handbook, volume 2, chapter 225, Issue Airworthiness Certificate for an Aircraft.














/s/


Angela B. Elgee, Manager,


  Continuous Airworthiness Maintenance Division
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