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1.  PURPOSE.
A.  This bulletin provides notification of a new, official location for Master Minimum Equipment List (MMEL) Final Policy Letters.

B.  In the past, MMEL Final Policy Letters, which support MMEL Policy, have been located on the Air Transportation Division Bulletin Board System (BBS).  This electronic BBS has been available to the public and all Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) elements in order to provide MMEL policy information and current MMEL's to the public.  This BBS system will go into "sunset" in the near future.

C.  After many years of effort, all MMEL Final Policy Letters have been consolidated and reformatted into a new, formal format easily accessible through a new, single source.  Therefore, the MMEL Final Policy Letters are now located on the World Wide Web at:  www.opspecs.com and select “MMEL.”

D.  The consolidation and single-source availability of these MMEL Final Policy Letters will serve to assist in ensuring that all air carriers are treated equally, particularly when a precedent and policy already exist.  The consolidation and single-source availability of the Final Policy Letters will provide clarity and guidance.  The Final Policy Letters, all of which involve single subject matters, have been organized under the relevant Air Transport Association of America (ATA)-coded subject areas.  Further, the web site where the Final Policy Letters are now located is updated on a continuous basis.

2.  BACKGROUND.

A.  Beginning in the 1980’s, the Final Policy Letter format was initiated/formalized in order to provide immediate direction and relief to Principal Inspectors and air carriers regarding various areas concerning safety and operations.  The Final Policy Letter format/procedure was developed in order to address time-sensitive, safety-related situations that required immediate decisions, responses, and implementation.
B.  MMEL Policy Letters are used to formalize MMEL/Minimum Equipment List (MEL) relief, or removal of relief, as well as provide notification of MMEL/MEL changes through the Global Changes notification system.  Some examples are:

(1)  notification of an MMEL Global Changes such as policy concerning revised MMEL/MEL definitions;

(2)  policy and guidance resulting from accidents; and

(3)  clarification of existing policy as it relates to MMEL/MELs.

3.  GUIDANCE.  As you are aware, the ATA uses an international industry numbering standard developed to identify systems and components on different aircraft in the same format and manner.  Go to www.opspecs.com/MELPolicyTalks/ for a list of the ATA-coded subject areas; go to www.opspecs.com/MELPolicyTalks/disc4_toc.htm for a list of MMEL Final Policy Letters organized under each ATA-coded subject area.

4.  ACTION.  Principal Inspectors having certification responsibilities for applicants or existing air carriers may use these MMEL Policy Letters as a reference when reviewing and approving MELs.

5.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by the Program Management Branch, AFS-260.  Any questions regarding this handbook bulletin should be directed to:  Frank Hughes, AFS-260, at 202-267-3768; or by fax at: 202-267-5229.

6.  LOCATION.  This bulletin will be incorporated into volume 4, chapter 4, of FAA Order 8400.10, Air Transportation Operations Inspectors Handbook.  Until the appropriate handbook paragraphs are updated, each inspector shall make reference to this bulletin in the margin of the pertinent section of the handbook.
/s/

L. Nicholas Lacey

Director, Flight Standards Service
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