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1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin advises Flight Standards Service aviation safety inspectors (ASI) and maintenance Designated Airworthiness Representatives (DAR) that certain data approved under the system used by the United Kingdom (UK) Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) or the Luftfahrt-Bundesamt (LBA) of the Federal Republic of Germany may be considered to be satisfactory evidence for Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) findings of compliance with the U.S. type design for the issuance of a U.S. airworthiness certification of U.S. State of Design transport category airplanes when they are moved from the UK or German registry to the U.S. registry.  This bulletin provides additional guidance to FAA Order 8300.10, Airworthiness Inspector’s Handbook, and FAA Order 8130.2, Airworthiness Certification of Aircraft and Related Products, as amended.

2. BACKGROUND.  The FAA and the UK CAA, and the FAA and the LBA, mutually recognize each other’s delegation, designee, and organization approval systems as part of their overall aircraft certification systems. This recognition is identified in the U.S./UK and U.S./Germany Bilateral Aviation Safety Agreement (BASA) Implementation Procedures for Airworthiness (IPA).  The fundamental principle of the BASA IPA is to maximize the use of the exporting civil airworthiness authority’s aircraft certification system to ensure that the airworthiness standards of the importing authority are satisfied.  As provided in Section V of the BASA IPA, the FAA has entered into special arrangements with the UK CAA and LBA for U.S. acceptance of certain UK CAA- and LBA-approved service change data.

3.  DISCUSSION.  The FAA has inspected and evaluated the UK CAA and LBA systems of data approved for service changes on transport category airplanes and has found that approvals made under these systems are equivalent to approvals made under the FAA system.  The FAA has therefore determined that data that is UK CAA-approved can be considered in determining compliance with the type design of the aircraft for the purpose of issuing a U.S. airworthiness certificate for a specific aircraft when transport category airplanes are moved to the U.S. registry from the UK registry.  For the same reason, data that is LBA-approved can be considered in determining compliance with the type design of the aircraft for the purpose of issuing a U.S. airworthiness certificate for a specific transport category airplane that is moved to the U.S. registry from the German registry.  The FAA’s acceptance of UK CAA-approved and LBA-approved repair and alteration data will apply each imported U.S. State of Design transport category airplane when the data has been approved by the UK CAA or LBA itself or by an approved design organization in the United Kingdom or Germany. Each FAA approval made, hereunder, applies to the specific aircraft, and does not constitute a general approval of such repair data to other U.S.-registered aircraft of the same type.

4.  ACTION.

A.  ASIs and DARs performing airworthiness inspections of used aircraft moving to the U.S. registry must determine that the aircraft conforms to its U.S. type design. When making this determination for U.S. State of Design transport category airplanes, the ASI or DAR may consider data from either the UK CAA or LBA as meeting the standards required for such finding of compliance for the issuance of an FAA certificate of airworthiness.  This data must be identified with a certifying statement from either the LBA or UK CAA, as appropriate, signifying that the system, as evaluated and approved by the FAA under the BASA IPA, was used to derive and approve the data.  The ASI or DAR need not require the applicant to seek additional FAA approval for data so identified, unless there is clear and demonstrable evidence that the data is defective.  (This data previously required derivation and approval by an FAA DER before the U.S. airworthiness certificate could be issued.)  This statement can only be applied to data that pertains to repairs and alterations made to a specific aircraft that do not constitute a major change rising to the level of an amended type certificate or supplemental type certificate.


(1)  The UK CAA certifying statement will clearly identify the applicable service change data and will state:

“The data identified in this document have been examined and were approved under the authority of the Civil Aviation Authority of the United Kingdom.  Additional maintenance requirements that must be incorporated into the aircraft maintenance program are identified within the approved data.”

(2)  The LBA certifying statement will clearly identify the applicable service change data and will state:

“The data identified in this document have been examined and were approved under the authority of the Luftfahrt-Bundesamt (LBA) of the Federal Republic of Germany.  Additional maintenance requirements that must be incorporated into the aircraft maintenance program are identified within the approved data.”
B.  The information in this bulletin will be provided to all maintenance DARs via the FAA Web site and at DAR recurrent seminars.

5.  INQUIRIES.  The Aircraft Engineering Division (AIR-100), in coordination with the Production/Airworthiness Certification Division (AIR-200) and the Aircraft Maintenance Division (AFS-300), developed this bulletin.  Any questions of comments regarding this bulletin should be directed to Russell Unangst, AFS-304, at 202-267-3786; or by e-mail at russell.unangst@faa.gov.

6.  LOCATION.  The information in this bulletin will be effective until incorporated into volume 2, chapters 225 and 226 of FAA Order 8300.10, Airworthiness Inspector’s Handbook, as amended and FAA Order 8130.2, Airworthiness Certification of Aircraft and Related Products, as amended.  Until the information in this bulletin is incorporated into these handbooks, ASIs and DARs should make reference to this bulletin in the appropriate margin of their handbooks.

/s/ Rick Domingo for

David E. Cann, Manager

Aircraft Maintenance Division
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