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1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin contains information and guidance that can be used by aviation safety inspector’s (ASI) regarding voluntary industry distributor accreditation as described in Advisory Circular (AC) 00-56, Voluntary Industry Distributor Accreditation Program (VIDAP), issued on September 5, 1996.





2.  BACKGROUND.





A.  During a meeting on February 11, 1993, the Associate Administrator for Regulation and Certification strongly endorsed the Aerospace Industry Registration of Distributors (AIR-DU) Task Force effort to pursue voluntary industry oversight of distributors of civil aircraft parts in lieu of mandatory Federal regulation.  The Task Force was comprised of representatives of following organizations and associations:  The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Aircraft Maintenance and Aircraft Manufacturing Divisions; Aerospace Industries (Chair); Aeronautical Repair Station; Air Transport; Aircraft Electronics; Airline Pilots; Airline Suppliers; Aviation Distributors and Manufacturers; Experimental Aircraft; General Aviation Manufacturers; National Air Transportation and National Business Aircraft Associations; and the International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers.





B.  The members of the Task Force developed the AC which describes a system for the voluntary accreditation of civil aircraft parts distributors, on the basis of voluntary industry oversight, and provides information that may be used for developing accreditation programs.  The FAA believes such programs would assist in alleviating one of the causes of suspected unapproved parts and would improve part traceability and associated documentation.





3.  DISCUSSION.  Distributors are not regulated by the FAA.  However, a third party accreditation program, as described in AC 00-56, would provide an assurance that the distributor has an appropriate quality system and has demonstrated the ability to maintain the quality and documentation system.  Parts procured from “accredited distributors” will convey assurances of the quality of the part(s) ordered by the purchaser.





A.  Third party accreditation programs having a party other than the distributor and the purchaser, provide the distributor a quality system standard that delineates quality system elements and subsequently audits the distributor’s implemented quality system for conformance to that standard.  These quality systems ensure that the quality of the part and related documentation reflect the purchasers criteria.  This enables the purchaser to determine whether the parts received are acceptable for installation on civil aircraft.  Similar programs have been in use for several years and have been found to be an effective tool in monitoring the quality systems maintained at distributors and suppliers.  Programs such as International Organization for Standardization (ISO) 9000 series and the National Aerospace and Defense Contractors Accreditation Program (NADCAP) are examples of registration/accreditation programs that are currently being monitored by FAA and have been found to be effective.





B.  In evaluating an incident of non-compliance with the regulations, it is FAA’s practice to consider the respondent’s use of sound safety practices.  The FAA considers that obtaining parts through distributors who have undergone third party accreditation, as described in �AC 00-56, is a sound safety practice, and would be given full consideration should an alleged violation occur.  A purchasing organization that receives parts from an accredited distributor that do not meet the applicable criteria and voluntarily reports such an occurrence to FAA, will have this information considered as mitigating circumstances in accordance with the current FAA enforcement policy.  Further, when the FAA inspects air carriers and repair stations, such sound safety practices will permit the FAA to concentrate its surveillance on parts purchased from sources that may be not as reliable.  As with any FAA evaluation, all mitigating circumstances are taken into consideration.





4.  ACTION.





A.  During the certification and/or certificate management surveillance, ASI’s should establish whether the applicant/certificate holder is procuring parts from distributors that have been accredited under the provisions of AC 00-56.





B.  In the event the applicant/certificate holder is not using accredited distributors, the ASI should establish that the procedures for selecting, approving, and surveilling these distributors are adequate.  This will ensure that the parts received are acceptable for use on civil aircraft and the documentation provides traceability to an FAA-approved source.





C.  It is mandatory that the assigned ASI provide a copy of AC 00-56 to any applicant/certificate holder that is not aware of this program.  





D.  When a firm is auditing a prospective accredited distributor or a reaccreditation audit is being conducted, AFS-300 will periodically assess the effectiveness of this program by accompanying the firm performing the audit.





E.  Additionally, a representative from AFS-300 will audit the data base manager semi-annually.





5.  DATA BASE MANAGEMENT.  The current data base manager is the Airline Suppliers Association.  Interested personnel may review the current listing of Accredited Distributors on the Internet.  The address is http://www.airlinesuppliers.com.





6.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by the Continuous Airworthiness Maintenance Division, AFS-300.  Questions concerning this bulletin may be directed to �(202) 267-8203.





7.  LOCATION.  The material covered by this bulletin will remain in effect until incorporated into FAA Order 8300.10, Airworthiness Inspector’s Handbook , volume 3, in a future established chapter.  Until this bulletin is incorporated into the handbook, inspectors should make reference to this bulletin in the appropriate margin of their handbook.














/s/


Carol E. Giles, Acting Manager


  Continuous Airworthiness Maintenance Division


