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1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin outlines Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) national policy for all Flight Standards District Offices (FSDO) and International Field Offices (IFO),�to designate “focal points” within each office to monitor the activities of Designated Mechanic Examiners (DME).





BACKGROUND.





A.  In Fiscal Year 1992, the Office of Inspector General (OIG) conducted an audit of the DMEs; The report was published in September 1993, report number R9-FA-3-106.  The conclusion of that report stated:





“The FAA surveillance of DME’s was not adequate.  The DME testing practices were not consistent with FAA standards and were not equally thorough.  The DME’s abused their appointments by lowering testing standards.  These problems occurred because FAA airworthiness inspectors were not enforcing, and in some instances, were not knowledgeable of test and equipment requirements.  As a result, FAA cannot be assured that only qualified applicants were certified as aviation mechanics.”





B.  As a result of the above conclusion, five recommendations were made to the FAA Administrator.  The FAA concurred with four of these and partially concurred with the fifth.





C.  The FAA’s response to the OIG’s second recommendation is that each FSDO will be required to designate one or two inspectors as the focal point for DME surveillance.  These designated focal points will receive the necessary training, both initial and recurrent.





NOTE:  DME focal points were previously addressed on �June 22, 1993, by a cc:mail message to all FSDO offices.





D.  In response to a recent U.S. District Court judgment against St. George Aviation Inc. in a fraud and conspiracy trial, the national policy was reviewed and found that the issue of DME focal point needs to be re-stated in a handbook bulletin.





3.  ACTION.  The DME focal points are just that, a “focal point” within the FSDO/IFO office on training, guidance issues, and to consult when questions arise.  For offices that have a large number of DME surveillance responsibilities, a secondary focal point should be considered.





A.  Requirements of DME focal points:





(1)  Shall be an airworthiness inspector and may or may not have DME surveillance responsibilities.





(2)  All new and current focal points must have attended the Initial Technical Airman Examiner Standardization Seminar.





NOTE:  Current appointed focal points must continue to attend local FSDO/IFO annual DME meetings and attend the Recurring Technical Personnel Examiner (TPE) Standardization Seminar every two years.





B.  Duties of DME focal points:





(1)  Monitor the activities of DME’s to ensure adequate performance, and that the guidelines are followed as set forth in FAA Orders 8610.4, Aviation Mechanic Examiner Handbook and 8300.10, Airworthiness Inspector’s Handbook.





(2)  Ensure that a meeting of DME’s and inspectors with DME oversight is conducted annually to discuss DME procedures, problems, and designation renewal.  Follow-up to ensure that DME’s are notified of upcoming renewal TPE Standardization seminars.





(3)  Maintain liaisons with AFS-340 and AFS-640 on current DME policy.





(4)  Provide guidance and on-the-job training (OJT) to other inspectors in the office that have responsibility for DME activity.





(5)  Provide guidance and OJT for office personnel that perform functions dealing with any portion of the airman certification file to include the Airman Certificate and/or Rating Application, FAA Form 8610-2.  (This would include AST’s that might review applications before the inspector, or review applications from graduates of Aviation Maintenance Technician Schools.)





(6)  Ensure that all personnel are made aware of changes to the policy regarding the DMEs.


Requirements of regional offices:





(1)  Maintain a current list of FSDO focal points.





(2)  Forward to AFS-340 and AFS-640 the current list and any changes when they occur.





(3)  Ensure the validity of the list annually in October.





4.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by the Flight Standards, General Aviation and Commercial Branch, AFS-340.  Any questions regarding this bulletin should be directed to AFS-340 at 202-267-8203.





5.  LOCATION.  The material covered by this bulletin will remain in effect until incorporated into FAA Order 8300.10, Airworthiness Inspector’s Handbook , volume 3, in a future established chapter.  Until this bulletin is incorporated into the handbook, inspectors should make reference to this bulletin in the appropriate margin of their handbook.














/s/


Angela B. Elgee, Manager


Continuous Airworthiness Maintenance Division


