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1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin provides guidance regarding 14 CFR part 145 repair station supervisory personnel requirements (“directly in charge”) as well as 14 CFR part 65 repairman eligibility requirements.





2.  BACKGROUND.  Recent inquiries from the field have generated questions concerning airman certificate requirements for persons deemed “directly in charge” of the maintenance functions of a repair station.  The eligibility and experience requirements necessary for issuance of repairman certificates are described in 14 CFR section 65.101.  Field inspectors have also requested clarification as to the intent of 14 CFR 65.101(a)(2), which requires an applicant for a repairman certificate be “specially qualified to perform” maintenance on aircraft or components thereof, appropriate to the job for which they are employed and 14 CFR 145.41(a)(3), which requires a repair station to certify that an applicant for a repairman certificate is able to perform and supervise the assigned work.





3.  DISCUSSION.





A.  Currently, 14 CFR parts 121, 135, and 145 contain appropriate airman certificate requirements for those persons “directly in charge” of maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations.  Both part 121 and 135 contain “directly in charge” definitions and describe, in broad terms, basic duties and responsibilities for a person “directly in charge” of maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations.  �It is notable that a similar definition is not present in �part 145; however, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has recently issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking to amend part 145 to include such a definition.  The proposal is consistent with the “directly in charge” definition provided for air carriers in �14 CFR sections 121.378 and 135.435.  Moreover, clarifying the duties and responsibilities of a person “directly in charge” and required to hold an appropriate airman certificate, a 1994 FAA legal interpretation of section 121.378 stated in part: “the responsibilities of a person directly in charge are not limited to the performance of physical maintenance, preventive maintenance or alterations.”  The FAA also stated that, “with respect to the organizational structure of a certificate holder, persons directly in charge include any supervisory personnel who, on airworthiness or maintenance matters, are responsible for issuing decisions or instructions concerning the performance of maintenance functions affecting aircraft airworthiness.”  Persons “directly in charge” may include multiple levels of management in the organizational chain of command, depending on the circumstances of the case.





B.  Consistent with a plain language reading of the pertinent part 65 and part 145 regulations, Advisory Circular (AC) 65-24, “Certification of a Repairman” as well as the 1994 legal interpretation, persons designated as “directly in charge” of maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations must hold an appropriate airman certificate.  An applicant for certification as a repairman must meet the eligibility requirements contained in 14 CFR section 65.101.  All applicants must be technically qualified to perform the function for which they are rated.  A repair station may submit applicants as supervisory personnel, if they are found to be technically qualified, and designated "directly in charge" of specific business units, or work cells.  The applicants need not be able to physically perform all functions of the specific business unit or work cell, but must possess a working knowledge of the overall job function for the repairman rating(s) sought.  They must be able to make decisions and provide instructions concerning the performance of maintenance functions affecting aircraft or component airworthiness.  They must be experienced in the procedures, practices, inspection methods, materials, tools, machine tools, and equipment generally used in the maintenance functions of the specific rating for which they have made application.  Technical qualifications may be satisfied by one of the following methods:





(1)  18 months of practical experience related to the repairman rating sought; or,





(2)  Complete formal training that is acceptable to the Administrator, and is specifically designed to qualify the applicant for the rating sought.





C.  It is the responsibility of the repair station to provide adequate personnel who can perform, supervise, and inspect the work for which the station is rated.  Additionally, each repair station has the responsibility to determine the abilities of its supervisors and ensure that there are enough supervisory personnel for all phases of its activities.  The repair station is primarily responsible for the satisfactory work of its employees.





4.  ACTION.  In conjunction with routine surveillance, principal maintenance inspectors (PMI) with certificate responsibility for part 145 repair stations should determine that each person designated as “directly in charge” is appropriately certificated.  In addition, it should be determined that each person designated as “directly in charge” and holding a repairman certificate meets all of the eligibility and experience or training requirements contained in 14 CFR section 65.101.





5.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by the Flight Standards General Aviation and Commercial Branch, AFS-340.  Requests for clarifications, or additional information regarding the information contained in this bulletin should be directed to Steven Douglas AFS-300 at (202) 267-3440 or ANE-230I, Tony Janco at 781-238-7229.





6.  LOCATION.  This bulletin will remain in effect until incorporated in a future chapter of FAA Order 8300.10, Airworthiness Inspector’s Handbook.  Until this bulletin is incorporated into the handbook, inspectors should make reference to this bulletin in the appropriate margin of their handbook.











/s/


Angela B. Elgee, Manager


Continuous Airworthiness Maintenance Division
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