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1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin contains additional guidance and clarification to supplement the current guidance contained in 

FAA Order 8300.10, Airworthiness Inspector's Handbook; volume 2, chapter 163.



2.  BACKGROUND.  Field personnel submitted a safety recommendation stating that, "existing guidance was not sufficiently detailed to include situations that are currently faced by the field inspector."  Field personnel stated that "the current guidance does not provide for the minimum safety criteria for the isolated and varied situations encountered by the field inspector during their required surveillance responsibilities and could contribute to an unsafe condition."



3.  DISCUSSION.



A.  Air carriers have encountered a need for maintenance at locations where the frequency and scope of that maintenance does not warrant the carrier staffing and equipping at that location.  Therefore, the air carriers often seek services, by contract, from an FAA-certificated repair station.



B.  A U.S. air carrier is required by Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 121, section 121.369 to include procedures in their manual for the accomplishment of their maintenance program.  An air carrier is also responsible for ensuring that the maintenance is performed on their aircraft, regardless of who performs the actual maintenance.  In each case, the procedures used by the air carrier and repair station must be acceptable to the Administrator.



A foreign repair station certificate, limited to maintenance of a specified air carrier fleet, may be issued to a foreign air carrier, manufacturer, or other maintenance organizations that satisfies the requirements of 14 CFR part 145, subpart C.



D.  When the contractual arrangements involve maintenance by �the repair station away from its parent station, the procedures necessary to comply with 14 CFR sections 145.2 and 145.51(d) must be included in the repair station’s Inspection Procedures Manual (IPM).



E.  A question of inconsistency in the current guidance was raised regarding multiple operations at the same airport.  The Operations Specifications (OpSpecs) must include the names of the air carriers for which maintenance is being performed by the repair station and must include the limitations for each customer.



4.  ACTION.



A.  Principal airworthiness inspectors shall request that their assigned carriers provide the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) with sufficient notification of their intent to contract with a facility subject to this policy.  This notification should include the following:



(1)  The date of their intended operations and the length of time they plan to use the facility;



(2) The name and address of the facility;



(3) The extent of maintenance to be performed;



(4) A statement that the station is equipped with the necessary facilities, qualified personnel, and technical data to perform the maintenance on the aircraft; and



(5)  That part of the contract on which the authorization or certification is to be based, outlining the scope of maintenance to be performed.



B. Principal airworthiness inspectors shall request inspection of the repair station by the office where the repair station is domiciled.  The principal airworthiness inspectors of the part 121 Certificate-Holding District Office (CHDO) must provide the information listed in paragraph 4A to the repair station CHDO.



�C.  When it has been determined that a facility is qualified to perform work contracted for the U.S. air carrier, the repair station CHDO shall include a statement on the Repair Station automated OpSpec B050, indicating the contractual geographical location where the repair station is to exercise the privileges of their certificate (see attached OpSpec B050).  For those offices that are not under the automated operations specifications program utilize FAA Form 8000-4-1, Repair Station Operations Specifications to indicate the contractual geographical location where the repair station is to exercise the privileges of their certificate (see attached FAA Form 8400-4-1).

�

D.  The air carrier’s CHDO shall notify the repair stations CHDO whenever the contract between the U.S. air carrier and the repair station has expired, has been amended, and/or has been terminated.  The repair station CHDO will amend the repair station’s OpSpecs accordingly, or withdraw authorization, as appropriate.



E.  The repair station’s inspection system must provide a satisfactory level of quality control.  The methods, standards, and procedures specified in the air carrier’s manual or other publications are eligible for adoption by the repair station by referencing each publication and its level of authority in the repair station’s IPM.  In effect, the repair station’s IPM will show how the resources provided by the U.S. air carriers are to be used in relation to the maintenance contracted for.  Training provided by the U.S. air carrier is acceptable, but the repair station must provide additional training, as necessary, to bridge the interrelationship between the repair station and the carrier.



F.  The equipment and material requirements should be related to the scope of the contract and what the U.S. air carrier is to provide in the contract.  Equipment maintenance must be accounted for.  The storage of parts, etc., provided by the carrier is the repair station’s responsibility.  The U.S. air carrier’s work forms are an acceptable method for controlling and recording work performed.  They may be utilized by the repair station to satisfy retention requirements as outlined in 14 CFR sections 145.61 and 145.79.



5.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by Flight Standards Air Carrier Maintenance Branch, AFS-330.  Any questions regarding this bulletin should be directed to Richard Nowak at (202) 267-3440.



6.  LOCATION.  The guidance material covered in this bulletin will be incorporated into the next revision to FAA Order 8300.10 Airworthiness Inspector's Handbook; volume 2, chapter 163.  Until this material is incorporated into the handbook, inspectors should make a note of this bulletin in the margin of the affected chapter.











/s/

Carol Giles, Acting Manager

  Continuous Airworthiness Maintenance Division



ATTACHMENT��

�



B050.�Foreign Repair Stations�HQ Control:�05/28/99���Geographic Authorizations�HQ Revision:�000��



The certificate holder RT5D0145 is authorized to perform maintenance away from the repair station in accordance with the geographic authorizations listed in table 1.  All work is to be performed in accordance with the customer’s approved maintenance document and the procedures contained in the repair station’s inspection procedures manual (IPM).



Table 1

Location�Customer�M/M/S�Contract, as revised�Date�FAR�Maintenance Document����������� � � � � ���
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