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FAA and European RVSM Aircraft and Operator Approval Documents

1.
For basic FAA aircraft and operator approval requirements:

A.   FAA RVSM website:   www.faa.gov/ats/ato/rvsm1.htm.   Click on RVSM Documentation.

B.   See “Documents Applicable to All RVSM Approvals:

(1)   Access “RVSM – US Approvals” for checklist of basic RVSM approval requirements.

(2)   Access “Interim Guidance Material on the Approval of Operators/Aircraft for RVSM Operations, Change 1 (IG 91-RVSM)”. IG 91-RVSM is equivalent to the European Joint Airworthiness Authorities Temporary Guidance Leaflet No. 6, Revision 1.   An operator that complies with IG 91-RVSM can be considered to be in compliance with TGL No. 6.

   All chapters of IG 91-RVSM are applicable for obtaining basic authority to conduct RVSM operations.   Paragraph/chapter 11 explains the basic RVSM approval process and includes policy on starting RVSM operations in a new area.    Appendix 5 (Specific Procedures for Oceanic Airspace), however, is only applicable to RVSM operations in oceanic airspace.   

(3)   Access “RVSM Area New to the Operator”.   This document explains FAA policy in regard to Operations Specifications and Letters of Authorization for new areas and outlines tasks specific to starting RVSM operations in a new-to-the-operator RVSM area of operations.

C.   General Comment on New Area Approval.   U.S. operators that have received initial approval to conduct RVSM operations in one (or more) area of operations will have completed basic Interim Guidance 91-RVSM requirements for:    aircraft approval, pilot and dispatch (if applicable) training, maintenance program approval, registration of the FAA RVSM Approvals Database and aircraft altitude-keeping monitoring.    A primary focus for starting operations in a new-to-the operator area of operations, such as Europe, is pilot knowledge of policy and procedures specific to the new area.   See below!! 

2.
Documents Specific to European RVSM Operations.   There is a link from the FAA “RVSM Documentation” website to the European RVSM website.   Click on “Europe RVSM”.   See these major headings on the left of the homepage:

· Air Traffic Control

· Aircraft Operators

A.   Single click on Aircraft Operators.   See European RVSM crew and dispatch procedures in the following documents:

(1)
“Aircraft Operators” Page:   read the entire page.    Under the “Approval Requirements” heading, see current issues information:

· “Current Operational Issues on Access to RVSM Airspace”

· “Operators still confused on RVSM Approval”

· “ATC to report in flight level change to RVSM approval status”

(2)
“Current Operational Issues”:   access from Eurocontrol RVSM Homepage.

(3)
“Library” Page:    On last page of Aircraft Operators Page, link to and read:

a.
Library page 4, Information Pack:
(1)   See RVSM Info Notice “For Flight Crew”.    Operators can use this as the basis for an operator pilot bulletin on European RVSM operations.   It contains a information on contingency procedures, phraseology, etc.

(2)   See RVSM Info Notices “For Aircraft Operators” and “For Operational Approval”.   These documents should be reviewed to orient the operator to European RVSM requirements, however, the operator should remember that, if it has completed the basic ​​FAA approval process, it has completed the basic FAA and European requirements for aircraft and operator approval.  

3.  
RVSM Approvals and Monitoring Database.   The FAA forwards US aircraft and operator approval and monitoring flight information to Eurocontrol.   When the FAA approves US aircraft and operators for RVSM and when a successful monitoring flight is completed, the aircraft and operator information is stored on the FAA/US RVSM Approvals/Monitoring Database.   This database is maintained at the FAA Technical Center in Atlantic City, NJ.   The US Database information is forwarded to Eurocontrol.

It takes time for U.S. operator/aircraft approval information to get to the FAA Technical Center database and then over to Eurocontrol.   That is the reason that, at times, an approved U.S. operator is not yet listed on the Eurocontrol database when the operator contacts the Eurocontrol User Support Cell.

4.
Contact With the Eurocontrol User Support Cell.   In accordance with the Aircraft Operators Information Notice (see paragraph 3 above), Eurocontrol expects each operator to contact the appropriate staffer on the Cell prior to starting RVSM operations in Europe.   Contact information is published on the Eurocontrol RVSM Homepage.   Click on “Contact Us” at the top of the homepage.    Contact information is also published in the Aircraft Operators Information Notice.

5.
Monitoring.    The Aircraft Operators Information Notice shows “Monitoring Registration” procedures.   The operator should discuss the status of the operator’s monitoring flight(s) when contact is made with the Eurocontrol User Support Cell.

Monitoring flights completed in another area of operations is considered valid for the Eurocontrol monitoring program.

6.
Frequently Asked Questions.   See top of Eurocontrol Homepage for access to frequently asked questions.

1
3

