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March 31, 2004
FAQ’s On Monitoring
Note:   these FAQ’s are not in alphabetical order.

Note 2:  Paragraphs with changes are marked in the left margin.

FAQ:  Documents and Guidance.  Where can documents explaining monitoring systems, operator requirements and procedures be found?

All of the documents referred to in this list of Monitoring FAQ’s are posted on the RVSM Documentation Webpage in the “Monitoring Requirements and Procedures” section.

Requirements. Minimum Monitoring Requirements charts for Domestic U.S. RVSM and other areas of operation are posted on the website.  Paragraph 1a provides guidance on using Minimum Monitoring Requirements charts from different areas of operation.  The first page of the charts contain basic guidance on the conduct of monitoring flights.  

Procedures.  Monitoring procedures for both GPS-based Monitoring Units (GMU) and ground-based monitoring systems are published in the “Monitoring Procedures for US Operators” document.  
FAQ:  Monitoring Explanation.
 What is monitoring?
Ground-based and GPS-based monitoring systems are used to independently assess the altitude-keeping performance of aircraft in flight.  Monitoring systems are described in the “Monitoring Procedures for U.S. Operators” document.

FAQ:  Monitoring Objectives.  What are the objectives of monitoring?  

Monitoring objectives are to identify individual aircraft that are not performing to RVSM standards, identify any adverse altitude-keeping trends for individual aircraft types and provide data for use in safety analysis.

FAQ:  Required Operator Participation.  Are operators required to participate in the monitoring program?  

Yes.  Operators are required to participate in the monitoring program. (reference 91-RVSM paragraph 11d(8)).

FAQ:  RVSM Letters of Authorization (LOA) or Operations Specification (OpSpec) and Monitoring.   Am I required to complete my monitoring requirements prior to obtaining RVSM authority (i.e., a Letter of Authorization or Operations Specifications, as appropriate)? 

No.  See the Minimum Monitoring Requirements charts.  For DRVSM, you must complete your monitoring requirements not later than 6 months after you receive RVSM authority or 6 months after the start of DRVSM (Domestic U.S.RVSM) operations, whichever occurs later.  In other areas of operation, you have up to 6 months after obtain RVSM authority to complete your monitoring requirements. 

FAQ: Number of Aircraft to be Monitored.  How many aircraft from an operator’s fleet are required to be monitored?  

In general, operators are only required to have a portion of their fleets monitored.  Monitoring requirements are published in the Monitoring Requirements Charts posted under “Monitoring Requirements and Procedures”. 

FAQ:  Monitoring Groups.  What are monitoring groups and where are they listed?  

Monitoring groups are listed on the Minimum Monitoring Requirements charts.  For monitoring purposes, aircraft types can be placed in a single monitoring group.  For example, the A319, A320 and A321 are categorized as a single monitoring group. 

FAQ:  GMU (GPS-based Monitoring Unit) FAQ’s and Information.  Where can I find FAQ’s and information on scheduling GMU monitoring?

Both CSSI and ARINC provide GMU monitoring services.  The CSSI and ARINC GMU monitoring webpages are linked from the Monitoring Requirements/Procedures section of RVSM Documentation.   Their addresses are also provided below.

CSSI Monitoring:  

http://www.rvsm-monitoring.com/default.htm
ARINC Monitoring:

http://www.arinc.com/products/rvsm/index.html
FAQ:  U.S. Ground-based Monitoring System.  When will the FAA deploy a ground-based monitoring system in the U.S.?

The U.S. ground-based monitoring system is the AGHME (Aircraft Geometric Height Measurement System).

The first of 3-5 AGHME constellations are planned to be available for monitoring during the first quarter of 2004.  Schedule updates and procedures will be posted on the “Monitoring Requirements and Procedures” section of the RVSM Documentation Webpage.

FAQ:  Follow-on Monitoring Requirements.
After I fulfill my initial monitoring requirements, are there additional follow-on monitoring requirements?

With the exception of Europe, no additional follow-on monitoring requirements have been established for individual operators.  During the post Domestic U.S. RVSM implementation phase, the FAA will assess and coordinate with industry the need for follow-on monitoring.

*Europe. As explained in "Monitoring Requirements and Procedures," EuroControl has established monitoring requirements for operators obtaining initial RVSM authority and for operator follow-on monitoring over a two year period. In both cases, European RVSM monitoring requirements apply to each aircraft group that an operator flies in European RVSM airspace. For more information, please see: 

www.faa.gov/ats/ato/150_docs/Europe_Mntr_Mar29.doc
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