NAT CMA Issue 9:  Effective date  29 July 2002

MINIMUM MONITORING REQUIREMENTS:  NORTH ATLANTIC RVSM 

INCLUDING THE WEST ATLANTIC ROUTE SYSTEM 

1.
The Manual on Implementation of a 300 m (1000 ft) vertical separation minimum between FL290 and FL410 inclusive – ICAO Doc. 9574 – specifies three prime objectives for height monitoring namely: to provide confidence that the prescribed target level of safety (TLS) will be met when RVSM is implemented and will be continued to be met thereafter; to provide guidance on the efficacy of the RVSM Minimum Aircraft System Performance Specification (MASPS) and on the effectiveness of altimetry system modification; and, to provide evidence of altimetry system error (ASE) stability.

2.
To achieve these objectives in the NAT Region, the monitoring requirements displayed in the table below have been agreed by the ICAO regional planning group.  The requirements are similar to those used by the EUR region but they differ slightly because the NAT RVSM programme has been running for a significantly longer period and as a result, large amounts of data have been collected on aircraft operating in the region giving confidence that the above objectives have been met and will continue to be met. 

3. Monitoring prior to the issue of RVSM approval is not a requirement.  However, operators should be prepared to submit monitoring plans to their State aviation organizations that demonstrate how they intend to meet the requirements specified in the table below.  Monitoring may be carried out at any time after an aircraft has been certified by the appropriate State aviation organization as having met the RVSM MASPS. 

4. Any aircraft type not specified in the table below will most likely be subject to the monitoring requirements as indicated in Category 2.  However, this and any other query in respect of monitoring requirements can be clarified by contacting the North Atlantic Monitoring Agency (NAT CMA) by e-mail on natcma@nats.co.uk. 

5. ICAO HQ is in the process of harmonizing monitoring across all regions but until that is achieved, monitoring requirements will be reviewed on a regional basis.

MONITORING IS REQUIRED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS CHART
Monitoring prior to the issue of RVSM approval is not a requirement


CATEGORY


AIRCRAFT TYPE
MINIMUM OPERATOR MONITORING FOR EACH AIRCRAFT GROUP

1
DATA INDICATES COMPLIANCE WITH RVSM MASPS
Any newly built aircraft type from a manufacturer with a demonstrable track record of the production of  RVSM MASPS compliant airframes  or
[A30B, A306], [A312(GE), A313] 

A312 (PW), [A318, A319, A320, A321],

[A332, A333] [A342, A343, A344, A345, A346] B712, [B721, B722] [B733, B734, B735]

[B736, B737/BBJ, B738, B739] [B741, B742, B743, B74S], B744, [B752, B753], [B762, B763], B764, [B772, B773], CL60, C560, [CRJ1, CRJ2], DC10, [F900, F900EX], FA20, FA50, FA50EX, F2TH, GLEX, GLF3, GLF4, GLF5, H25B, L101, LJ60, LJ45, MD10, MD11, MD80
Two airframes from each fleet* of an  operator to be monitored as soon as possible but not later than 6 months after the issue of RVSM approval.

* Note. For the purposes of monitoring, aircraft within parenthesis [ ] may be considered as belonging to the same fleet. For example, an operator with six A332 and four A333 aircraft may monitor one A332 and one A333 or two A332 aircraft or two A333 aircraft.



2
INSUFFICIENT DATA ON APPROVED AIRCRAFT
Other group or non –group aircraft other than those listed  above including:

A124, ASTR, B703, B731, B732, BA46, BE40, C500, C25A, C525, C550, C56X, C650, C750, DC8, DC9, E135, E145, F100, FA10, GLF2, GALX, H25A, H25C, IL62, IL76, IL86, LJ31, LJ35, LJ55, MD90, SBR1, T204
60% of airframes from each fleet of an operator or individual monitoring, as soon as possible but not later than 

6 months after the issue of RVSM approval.



