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Frequently Asked Question (3/30/06):  Letter of Authorization (LOA) Renewal

FAQ Source:   Robert Swain, RVSM Program Manager for the Office of Aviation Safety (AVS)
LOA Expiration Dates.   

1.  With one exception, there is no provision for an LOA expiration date on the new Operations Safety System (OPSS) generated LOA’s for Special Areas of Operation (e.g., RVSM, North Atlantic MNPS, RNP-10).    OPSS LOA D098 ( Flight in Special Areas of Operation For Short-Term Operations), allows the inspector, if he or she believes it to be necessary, to establish an expiration date for a short-term operations LOA.

2.  LOA’s issued under the old manual format in Notice 8700.35, had an expiration date.   When the 8700.35 format LOA’s expire, the operators will contact FSDO’s for a re-newed LOA.  The re-newed LOA will be issued using OPSS and will not contain an expiration date.
LOA Renewal.   

1.  If there have been no significant changes to operator aircraft or programs since an LOA was last issued, the FAA can generally issue a renewed LOA without the need for a major review.  Only the information needed to fill out the new OPSS generated LOA(s) is required.

2.  If the FAA believes that the situation warrants it, however, the FAA may call for a more extensive assessment of operator programs and aircraft before issuing a re-newed LOA. 
3.  Operators should request a new LOA at least 30 days before the expiration date.  
4.  The operator can use the attached sample format to request LOA renewal. 

5.  If there have been significant changes to the aircraft or the operator program, the operator must inform the FSDO of those changes.  The FSDO will then review the aircraft and/or operator changes before issuing the new LOA(s). 

SAMPLE LETTER REQUESTING LOA RENEWAL

To:

XXXX FSDO

From:

Operator XYZ

Date:



Subject:
Renewal of Letter(s) of Authorization (LOA) for Operation in Specials Areas of 

Operation (SAO)

We are requesting that renewed Special Area of Operation (SAO) LOA’s be issued for operation in SAO for the aircraft listed below.      

Airplane Information (for example purposes)
	A/C Serial 

No.
	Reg. 
No.
	Airplane M/M/S
	SAO LOA Previously Issued
	Date of Last 

LOA Issued
	Significant Changes Since Last LOA,

if any
	Renewed LOA(s) 
Requested

	123
	N678RS
	G-4
	NAT MNPS, RVSM, 

RNP-10
	xx/xx/xxxx
	None
	NAT MNPS, RVSM, RNP-10

	456
	N910CW
	C-550
	RVSM
	xx/xx/xxxx
	None
	RVSM

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Responsible Operator Person

	Name
	E-mail Address
	Telephone Number

	
	
	

	
	
	


Please contact the person listed above if there are any questions on this request.    An alternate contact is:  
________at phone _____;   Email:_____;   FAX:_____.
Signed

Responsible Operator Person

Position (e.g., Chief Pilot)
