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Update on CPDLC Cruise Climb Requests

(Presented by Airservices Australia)

	SUMMARY

This working paper provides an update on the receipt of CPDLC Cruise Climb requests in Australian airspace.




1.
Introduction
1.1
FIT/12 WP/05 provided information regarding the receipt of cruise climb requests by Brisbane and Melbourne Centres. An additional FIT paper provided further analysis of the receipt of CPDLC cruise climb requests.

2.
Discussion

2.1
Whilst Brisbane and Melbourne controllers had instructions not to issue CPDLC Cruise climbs there was not a specific policy to how to actually respond to cruise climb requests. Since the last ISPACG/FIT meetings, Airservices Australia determined that a standardized method to respond to cruise climb requests was required. It was also deemed that further feedback to pilots and airlines was required.

2.2
The procedures adopted by Airservices Australia were to:

· Issue a NOTAM advising that CPDLC cruise climbs were not supported in Australian administered airspace; and

· Issue an instruction to controllers on how to respond to a CPDLC Cruise climb request; and

· Provide feedback to airline operators.

2.3
On receipt of a cruise climb request, Australian controllers are required to uplink the multi-element CPDLC message:

UNABLE

CRUISE CLIMB PROCEDURE NOT AVAILABLE IN AUSTRALIAN ADMINISTERED AIRSPACE 

2.4
The process appears to have been effective. The graph below shows the reduction in CPDLC Cruise climb requests received by YMMM and YBBB between April and December 2005. The majority of the remaining Cruise Climb requests received are from a single operator.
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Fig1. Number of CPDLC Cruise Climb requests received by YMMM and YBBB

3.
RECOMMENDATION

3.1
FIT members note the large reduction in receipt of CPDLC cruise climb requests.
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