Advance Copy (10/27/04)

Gulf of Mexico Airspace
RVSM Policy/Procedures and Strategic Lateral Offsets 
OBJECTIVES.   The objectives of this Notice are to:

· To clarify policy and procedures to be applied in the Gulf of Mexico associated with the implementation of Reduced Vertical Separation Minimum (RVSM) on 
January 20, 2005.
· To implement the Strategic Lateral Offset Procedure in Gulf of Mexico oceanic airspace.
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SECTION 1:  RVSM POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR THE GULF OF 
MEXICO
a.  DATE, TIME AND AIRSPACE WHERE RVSM WILL BE IMPLEMENTED 
1.  On January 20, 2005 at 0901 UTC, RVSM will be implemented between flight level  
(FL) 290-410 (inclusive) in the:
· Lower 48 states of the United States, Alaska and the San Juan FIR
· Gulf Of Mexico High and Atlantic High Offshore Airspace (including Houston and Miami Oceanic airspace   

· Mexico including the Merida FIR.  

2.   On the same date and time, RVSM will also be implemented in:

· Canadian Southern Domestic airspace

· The Caribbean and South American regions.

NOTE:  RVSM airspace is “exclusionary” airspace.  Prior to operating in designated RVSM airspace, with only limited exceptions, operators and aircraft must have received authorization from the responsible civil aviation authority.   
b.  POLICIES AND PROCEDURES APPLICABLE IN GULF OF MEXICO AIRSPACE
1.  The FAA Notice, “Operational Policy/Procedures For RVSM In the 

Domestic U.S., Alaska, Offshore Airspace and the San Juan FIR”, provides RVSM policies and procedures that are applicable in Gulf of Mexico High and Atlantic High Offshore airspace and other airspace under FAA air traffic control.  The Notice is posted on the FAA RVSM Documentation Webpage in the “Domestic U.S. RVSM” section of “Area of Operations Specific Information”.

2.  Pilots must be aware of the air traffic services available to them and follow procedures and guidance appropriate to the services available.   In contingency situations, it is recognized that ultimately pilot judgment will determine the actions to be taken in specific circumstances and areas 

c.  SOURCES OF INFORMATION:  FAA RVSM HOMEPAGE AND 
RVSM DOCUMENTATION WEBPAGE
1.  The FAA maintains a Website containing documents and policy related to RVSM operations in various regions of the world. The FAA RVSM Homepage address is: www.faa.gov/ats/ato/rvsm1.htm.   The “RVSM Documentation” Webpage is linked to the RVSM Homepage.  The RVSM Documentation Webpage contains sections on RVSM Approval, Monitoring Requirements and Procedures, Registration on RVSM Approvals Databases and Area of Operations Specific Operational Policy and Procedures.  

2.  The FAA Webpage has links to Websites in other regions such as Europe, Caribbean and South America and Asia/Pacific. 
SECTION 2:  POLICIES FOR APPLICATION OF THE STRATEGIC LATERAL 
OFFSET PROCEDURE IN GULF OF MEXICO OCEANIC AIRSPACE
1. The policies below will apply for use of the Strategic Lateral Offset Procedure in Gulf of Mexico oceanic airspace. The offset procedure can be used as standard operating practice in the course of normal operations.  It is intended to mitigate both wake vortex encounters and to mitigate the heightened risk of collision when non-normal events occur (e.g., operational altitude deviation errors and turbulence induced altitude deviations). 
2.  The Strategic Lateral Offset Procedure will be applied using the following guidelines: 

  (a) Pilots should apply an offset outbound once ATC terminates radar service or reports that radar contact is lost.  Pilots must return to centerline or request ATC clearance to remain offset once radar contact is re-established.  

  (b) Strategic lateral offsets and those executed to mitigate the effects of wake turbulence are to be made to the right of a route or track; 

  (c) In relation to a route or track, there are three positions that an aircraft may fly: centerline, one or 2 NM right; and, 

  (d) Offsets are not to exceed 2 NM right of centerline. 

3. The intent of this procedure is to reduce risk (increase the safety margin) by distributing aircraft laterally and equally across the three available positions. In this connection, pilots must take account of the following: 

  (a) Aircraft without automatic offset programming capability must fly the centerline; 

  (b) Aircraft capable of being programmed with automatic offsets may fly the centerline or offset one or 2 NM right of centerline to obtain lateral spacing from nearby aircraft; 

  (c) Pilots should use whatever means are available (e.g. TCAS, communications, visual acquisition, GPWS) to determine the best flight path to fly; 

  (d) Any aircraft overtaking another aircraft is to offset within the confines of this procedure, if capable, so as to create the least amount of wake turbulence for the aircraft being overtaken; 

  (e) For wake turbulence purposes, pilots are also to fly one of the three positions at 2c above and never offset to the left of centerline nor offset more than 2 NM right of centerline; 

NOTE.   It is recognized that the pilot will use his/her judgment to determine the action most appropriate to any given situation and has the final authority and responsibility for the safe operation of the aeroplane. The use of air-to-air channel, 123.45, may be used to co-ordinate the best wake turbulence offset option. 

 (f)  There is no ATC clearance required for this procedure and it is not necessary that ATC be advised; and, 

 (g) Voice position reports are to be based on the current ATC clearance and not the exact co-ordinates of the offset position. 
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