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	This paper addresses JCAB’s implementation plan for the reduced longitudinal separation minimum of 50 NM in the North and Central Pacific airspace using ADS/CPDLC, and proposes to develop an implementation programme for seamless application of 50NM longitudinal separation minimum between Anchorage, Oakland Oceanic and Fukuoka FIRs.


1.
Introduction

1.1
At the IPACG/21 meeting, held in Tokyo in June 2004, JCAB indicated that the Multifunctional Transport Satellite (MTSAT) would need to be online for Fukuoka (Tokyo) FIR to apply 50NM longitudinal separation minimum between aircraft at cruise.

1.2
MTSAT-1R was lunched successfully on 26 February 2005, and has been expected to be operational by December 2005.  However, it has become unavoidable to reschedule the commencement of MTSAT operation from the original plan to 2006 because the test of total performance of MTSAT system will not be completed in time, and requires a little more time for completion of evaluation of MTSAT system.

1.3
FAA and JCAB had agreed that it would be more advantageous to implement separation reduction in individual FIR when any of the three FIRs becomes ready, rather than awaiting all FIRs’ preparedness.

2.
Application of 50NM longitudinal separation
2.1
JCAB introduced 50NM longitudinal separation minimum during level changes (step climb/descent) on two NOPAC routes e.g.R220 and R580 in the oceanic airspace of Tokyo FIR on 11 April 2005(refer to IP XX). This procedure will be applied to other routes in the oceanic airspace within Fukuoka FIR on 1 February 2006. The introduction of step climb/descent has resulted in increase of opportunities for several aircraft to select optimum levels.

2.2
JCAB plans to apply 50NM longitudinal separation minimum between aircraft at cruise using ADS/CPDLC in the oceanic airspace of Fukuoka FIR middle 2006. It is considered that following the introduction of 50NM longitudinal separation minimum at cruise, more aircraft will have opportunities to select optimum levels.

2.3
JCAB intends to introduce a seamless application of 50NM longitudinal separation minimum, which includes ADS hand-over, according to coordination between Fukuoka FIR and Anchorage and Oakland Oceanic FIRs.
3.
Action by IPACG/24

3.1
The IPACG/24 is requested to develop an implementation programme for seamless application of 50NM longitudinal separation minimum between Anchorage, Oakland Oceanic and Fukuoka FIRs.
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