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SUMMARY
This paper provides information on Automatic Dependent Surveillance (ADS) Lateral Deviation Event reports.  ADS reports have shown evidence of aircraft initiating weather deviations prior to receiving clearance to deviate.
1.
Introduction
1.1 On October 17, 2005, the Federal Aviation Administration Oakland ARTCC (ZOA)       began full time operational use of its new oceanic automation system, Ocean21, within the entire Oakland Oceanic Flight Information Region (FIR).  When aircraft initiate a Datalink connection with ZOA, Ocean21 establishes an ADS connection.  The ADS contract includes a Lateral Deviation Change (LDC) event request of 5 NM.
2.
Discussion

2.1
When an aircraft with an LDC contract deviates 5 NM or more from the aircraft’s route centreline, the aircraft downlinks an LDC to the controller.  The controller is then required to reconcile the aircraft’s intent.  This is normally done by requesting that the aircraft verify their position and to advise if they are requesting a weather deviation.
2.2
ZOA has received LDC reports from aircraft who confirm they are deviating for weather and need a weather deviation clearance.  Deviations from an aircraft’s cleared route of flight without a clearance unnecessarily raise controller workload and reduce system safety.
2.3
Per International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Doc 4444, 15.2.3.2.1, “the pilot should notify ATC and request clearance to deviate from track, advising, when possible, the extent of the deviation expected”.  Flight crews are reminded to make a request for a weather deviation prior to beginning to deviate around weather.
3.
Recommendation
3.1
ZOA requests the meeting’s assistance in disseminating the information provided in this paper.
3.2
ZOA will notify individual airlines of any future occurrences of this nature.
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