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SUMMARY

This information paper provides a status update on the on-going User Preferred Route (UPR) trials in the Central East Pacific portion of the Oakland Oceanic Flight Information Region (FIR).
1.
Introduction
1.1 The User Preferred Routes (UPR) concept is a method of flight planning that allows Users to choose optimum routes based on individual airframes.  UPRs are random routes that are not constrained by fixed oceanic Air Traffic Service (ATS) routes.  This allows the user to maximize the efficiency of the individual route at the time of flight planning.
1.2 The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Oakland Center (ZOA) and other South Pacific Air Navigation Service Providers (ANSP) have been supporting UPR between various city pairs since December 2000.  UPRs in the South Pacific have proven to be a very efficient means of aircraft flight planning.
2.
Discussion
2.1 In support of the International Civil Aviation Organization’s (ICAO) efforts to reduce operator costs and ecological impacts due to aircraft engine emissions, ZOA in conjunction with the user Community has been conducting a UPR trial in the Central East Pacific (CEP) between California and Hawaii.  The trial is being conducted in an effort to determine if UPRs would provide a savings to the users and the feasibility of expanding UPR routes in the CEP.

2.2 United, Continental and American Airlines have conducted several paper trials and flown UPR trial flights in the CEP.  Other users have also expressed interest in participating in the trial.
2.3
Initial data from the trial has shown a potential for large savings.  Continental Airlines paper trial on a flight from Newark/KEWR to Honolulu/PHNL showed a potential savings of 12 minutes flying time.  American Airlines experienced a savings of over 3000 lbs of fuel when they flew a UPR trial on a flight from Chicago/KORD to Honolulu/PHNL.  The potential for savings may be even greater during the winter weather patterns.

2.4
Though the initial trials have indicated that a savings can be achieved, it is yet to be determined that a total UPR environment in the CEP will maintain the capacity levels afforded by the current ATS route structure.

2.5
The FAA, in conjunction with its customers, will continue to analyze the CEP to ensure that that any changes result in positive gains in both efficiency and capacity

2.6
Users are encouraged to participate in the trial.  Anyone interested in participating in the trials should contact ZOA International Airspace and Procedures Office at 510-745-3258.

3. Recommendation

3.1      The meeting is invited to note the information provided in this paper.
- END -
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