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SUMMARY

This information paper provides a status update on the JCAB’s implementation of the 50NM longitudinal separation standard based on ADS in the Fukuoka Flight Information Region (FIR).

1.
Introduction
1.1
This paper is related to the open action item IP/13-4, Implement 50NM ADS longitudinal separation minimum in the North Pacific area. 
1.2 
JCAB introduced 50NM longitudinal separation minimum during step climb/descent using ADS/CPDLC on two NOPAC routes of R220 and R580 on 11 April 2005. This procedure was extended to other routes on 1 February 2006 in the oceanic airspace within Tokyo FIR. 
1.3
JCAB Air Traffic Management Center (ATMC) took over the whole oceanic ATC services from Tokyo ACC and Naha ACC by 16 February 2006 and continued the application of 50NM ADS longitudinal separation minimum for step climb/descent in Fukuoka FIR (Tokyo FIR and Naha FIR were consolidated to Fukuoka FIR on 16 February 2006).
2.
Application for cruising flights
2.1
Multifunctional Transport Satellite (MTSAT) of Japan has started its operation on 6 July 2006 and consequently ATMC has begun utilizing 50NM ADS longitudinal separation minimum between flights at cruise within Fukuoka FIR at the same time.

2.2
This initial operation is limited to ATS routes of R220 and R580. ATMC is applying the 50NM longitudinal separation standard between appropriately equipped aircraft in a mixed environment on R220 and R580. The standard is being applied in a mixed environment allowing properly equipped aircraft to take advantage of reduced separation standards while not penalizing those that are not yet equipped.
2.3
JCAB is in the process of evaluating the application at ATMC. So far the application at cruise averages 2 or 3 cases per day.
2.4
The mixed environment tends to complicate controllers’ work. This makes it difficult to increase the application. JCAB considers that more controllers’ experiences should be needed to step forward to the next stage.
2.5
According to the current schedule, this procedure will be extended to other ATS routes or airspace by the end of FY 2006.
3.
Seamless application
3.1
JCAB intends to introduce a seamless application of 50NM longitudinal separation minimum, which includes ADS hand-over, after conducting evaluation within Fukuoka FIR and enough coordination between ATMC and Anchorage ARTCC and Oakland ARTCC.
4.
Recommendation
4.1
The meeting is invited to note the information provided in this paper.
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