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SUMMARY

This information paper provides information on planning underway within North America to handle a pandemic influenza event.

1.

Background

1.1
The last three pandemics faced by the world in 1918, 1957 and 1968, killed approximately 40 million, 2 million and 1 million people worldwide, respectively.  The relatively recent and unprecedented outbreak of avian influenza – caused by the H5N1 strain of Influenza A virus – in Asia, the Middle East and Europe has raised the prospect of another human pandemic, with potentially catastrophic consequences for North America and the rest of the world.

2.
Discussion

2.1
A North American Pandemic Influenza Aviation Operational Coordination Meeting was held in Tucson, Arizona, USA from 11-13 October 2006.  Representatives from Canada, Mexico and the United States attended the meeting and focused on developing a draft common concept of operations (CONOPS) to enhance shared operational awareness and operational coordination among the three States on pandemic influenza and its effect on the North American aviation system.
2.2
The primary objectives of the response efforts of the three States to a pandemic influenza event include:
a. Stopping, slowing or otherwise limiting the spread of pandemic influenza into North America;

b. Countering the spread of the disease within the States; and 

c. Mitigating the impact of the disease on the population, economics, and social orders of the States.

2.3
The draft CONOPS focuses on pandemic influenza events occurring onboard aircraft operating within, bound for, or departing North American airspace or operating on North American airports.  Methods of communication and coordination will need to be developed and refined in order to meet the objectives.
2.4
The FAA looks forward to working closely with JCAB and other adjacent air traffic service providers in the near future in order that agreements can be put into place on handling aircraft affected by pandemic influenza events.

3.
Recommendation

3.1
The meeting is invited to note the information provided in this paper.
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