IPACG/24 - WP/1

APPENDIX B

IPACG/25 – WP/05
23/10/06


THE TWENTY-FIFTH MEETING OF THE

INFORMAL PACIFIC ATC CO-ORDINATING GROUP

(IPACG/25)
(Tokyo, Japan, 24-27 October 2006)

Agenda Item 6:  Air Traffic Management (ATM) Issues
User Preferred Route (UPR) Trial Expansion to Include 
Flights from the South Pacific to Japan
(Presented by the Federal Aviation Administration)

SUMMARY

This paper provides a proposal to develop an Action Plan to expand the User Preferred Route (UPR) Trial to include flights from the South Pacific to Japan.

1.
Introduction
1.1 Oakland Air Route Traffic Control Center (ZOA) and the other South Pacific Air Navigation Service Providers (ANSP) have been supporting User Preferred Routes (UPR) since December 2000.  UPRs have proven to be a very cost effective means for Users to flight plan. 

1.2 Initial data from the User Preferred Route (UPR) Trial in the Central East Pacific has demonstrated an operational advantage to the Users.  The trial has shown a potential for savings of 12 minutes flying time and over 3000 pounds of fuel.  The potential for savings may be even greater during the winter weather patterns. 

1.3 In support of the International Civil Aviation Organization’s (ICAO) efforts to reduce operator costs and ecological impacts due to aircraft engine emissions, ZOA is proposing an expansion of the UPR Trial to include flights from South Pacific to Japan.

2.
Discussion

2.1
Recognizing the advantages of UPRs, Air New Zealand ran some paper trials and showed a savings of 2500 pounds of fuel.  ZOA has completed an initial traffic analysis of the flight in the Oakland Oceanic FIR and does not foresee any negative impacts.  Traffic patterns in the Oakland Oceanic FIR between New Zealand and Japan would support the trial.  Other airlines have also expressed interest in flight planning UPRs from Australia to Japan.

2.2
ZOA proposes to expand the trial and allow flights from the South Pacific to Japan to flight plan UPRs.

3.
Recommendation
3.1
That the meeting endorse this proposal.  ZOA will work together with JCAB, Fukuoka ATMC the other ANSPs to determine the feasibility of expanding the use of UPRs from the South Pacific to Japan.
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