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SUMMARY

Oakland Center (ZOA) has been applying 50 NM longitudinal separation within the Oakland Oceanic Flight Information Region (FIR) for over a year.  FAA proposes to expand the application of 50 NM longitudinal separation to the Anchorage Oceanic FIR in order to facilitate a seamless 50 NM longitudinal separation environment in the North Pacific. 

1.

Background

1.1 Oakland Center (ZOA) has been applying 50 NM longitudinal separation between appropriately equipped aircraft in a mixed environment for over a year within the Oakland Oceanic Flight Information Region (FIR).  IPACG/25 requested that FAA and JCAB provide an update on efforts to expand the application of 50 NM longitudinal separation to Anchorage Oceanic and Fukuoka FIRs in an effort to provide a seamless 50 NM longitudinal separation environment in the North Pacific.   
2.
Discussion

2.1 An airspace analysis of the Anchorage FIR is in its early stages.  After full implementation of the Ocean21 system is completed at Anchorage Center (ZAN) in 2007, FAA will need to gather additional data to determine the steps necessary to support implementation of 50 NM longitudinal separation using Required Navigation Performance (RNP) 10.  These steps will include preliminary risk analyses to determine if that standard is acceptable and in accordance with the accepted collision risk model and Target Level of Safety (TLS).
2.2 Provided the analysis results are favorable, it is anticipated that an operational trial for the use of 50 NM longitudinal separation could begin in the Anchorage Oceanic FIR in 2008.
3.
Recommendation

1.1 The meeting is invited to take note of the information in this paper.
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