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Summary
At the Twenty-second meeting of the Informal Pacific ATC Coordinating Group  (IPACG/22), Tokyo ACC and ATFMC explained the issue of deteriorative efficiency of ATC services over PABBA in West-bound PACOTS Tracks . This paper updates the study on it.
1. Background
1.1
PABBA, the fix which is used as a portion of West-bound PACOTS fixed routes between domestic air space (within RADAR coverage) and oceanic air space, is also the beginning fix of East-bound airway A590.
1.2
ATC sometimes struggles to provide separations because of mixture of bi-directional traffic when a situation has stratum of traffic. Especially when the altitudes usually used for east-bound traffic are occupied by west-bound traffic.
1.3
Tokyo ACC and ATFMC proposed a study on solutions including redesigning route structures.

1.4
ATFMC put a solution to trial of shifting the fixed route from PABBA to ABETS in the autumn 2005 and found that the routing over ABETS had the same problem as the routing over PABBA.
2.
Solution
2.1
Tokyo ACC and ATMC considered other possible solutions and coordinated to introduce an operation with bi-directional traffic separate vertically on a certain condition.
2.2
As a result, the operation of altitude allocation for each direction out of some solutions was introduced effectively in the second quarter 2006.
3. 
Recommendation
3.1
JCAB still has a potentially structural problem for this issue and ATMC will continue to endeavour for solutions with the above operation mentioned in paragraph 2.2 ongoing.
3.2 The meeting is invited to consider closure of this item.
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