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SUMMARY

This information paper provides an update on Oakland Air Route Traffic Control Centers (ARTCC’s) review of the effectiveness of the current airspace/route structures.

1.
Introduction

1.1 At IPACG 23, the FAA suggested that a complete study be conducted to evaluate the effectiveness of the current airspace/route structures to determine if alternate airspace/route structures might be more advantageous than the current structures. The evaluation would include an airspace analysis, focusing on existing airspace organization, operational capabilities of the operators, current and emerging ground support systems, and separation minima that may be appropriate for the airspace areas.
2.
Discussion

2.1
The FAA has taken the following steps to improve the effectiveness of the airspace/route structures in the Oakland Control Area (CTA).
2.1.1
The Automatic Dependent Surveillance (ADS), based separation standards are being applied throughout the Oakland CTA.

2.1.2
User Preferred Routes are being expanded, where feasible, within the Oakland CTA.

2.1.3
The Air Traffic Services, (ATS), Route structures within the Oakland CTA have been reviewed and two areas have been identified for improvement.  Oakland is coordinating with adjacent Air Navigation Service Providers, (ANSPs),  to revise the ATS routes Northwest of Guam and around Hawaii.  These changes will shorten the routes lengths by a combined 177 nautical miles.  This  equates to an approximate savings of over 340,000 flying miles annually.

2.1.4
The FAA is beginning a review of the constraints on Pacific Organized Track System, (PACOTS), track generation within the airspace they are responsible to provide ATC services.  This review will provide improvements in the efficiency of PACOTS Tracks.

2.1.5
The Russia Far East, (RFE) trials are demonstrating large savings and an improvement in efficiency.

2.1.6
The FAA received approval from ICAO to implement 10 minutes longitudinal separation between Turbojet aircraft in the Oakland FIR as a result of their 10 minute no Mach Speed assignment trials.

2.1.7
The FAA is conducting a study of the Central East Pacific Route System (CEP),   to look for the most efficient means of improving that airspace structure.

2.1.8
The FAA is looking into the feasibility of establishing an Automatic Dependent Surveillance – Contract (ADS-C)  in trail climb procedure.

2.2
The FAA is continuing to look for new ways of improving airspace efficiency.
3.
Recommendation
3.1
The group is invited to discuss the information contained within this paper.

3.2
Propose any new ideas on how to improve efficiency.
- END -
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