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1 Introduction
1.1 At the request of several airline partners, the FAA, with MITRE/CAASD, is conducting an airspace analysis on the fixed track network between Hawaii and the Continental US. This track network is commonly referred to as the Central East Pacific Route System (CEP).  
2. Discussion
2.1 This study will expand on an internal analysis conducted by the Oakland Center Traffic Management Unit in 2001 which concluded, based on fuel savings information from the FAA DOTS+ (Dynamic Oceanic Tracking System Plus), system, that the benefit from creating flex tracks in the CEP was minimal.  However in 2006, research conducted by NASA-Ames indicated that wind-optimized routes in the CEP  provided  significant fuel savings benefits.  Additionally, limited flight trials of User Preferred Routes, (UPR’s) during off peak hours conducted by Oakland Center, showed significant fuel savings.  However questions remain regarding the viability of UPR’s or Flex Tracks in the CEP due to the bi-directional traffic flows.

2.2 Based on user feedback, the 2007 study will focus on three options for the airspace:
· Option 1:  Flex CEP tracks with same entry/exit fixes

· Option 2:  UPRs above a specified altitude (e.g., FL390)

· Option 3:  Flex tracks with reduced restrictions
2.3 These options will be analyzed in sequence beginning with option 1.  The analysis will consider potential fuel savings and potential disbenefits associated with traffic volume and complexity. 

2.4 Target date for completion of the analysis is Fall 2007.
3. Recommendation
3.1 The meeting is invited to note the information provided in this paper.
- END -
SUMMARY





This paper presents an update on the FAA Central East Pacific Route System (CEP) analysis.
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