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Summary

This paper details an operational trial of a reduced longitudinal separation minima being conducted by the Federal Aviation Administration within the Anchorage Oceanic Flight Information Region.  
1.
Introduction
1.1 The current, standard, longitudinal separation minima available within the Anchorage Oceanic FIR is 15 minutes.  Successful implementation of a reduced standard, i.e. 10 minutes, has been achieved in the Oakland Oceanic FIR.  Based upon the experience obtained in the Oakland FIR, and upon the successful implementation of FAA’s Advanced Technologies and Oceanic Procedures (ATOP) automation system, i.e. Ocean21, at the Anchorage Air Route Traffic Control Center (ARTCC), the decision was taken to implement an operation trial of a reduced longitudinal separation minima, i.e. 10 minutes, within the Anchorage Oceanic FIR.  The trial was begun on April 12, 2007 and is expected to result in the permanent replacement of the 15 minute standard.  
2.
Discussion

2.1 The current longitudinal standard, 15 minutes, has been in use in the Anchorage Oceanic FIR for several years.  Its utility has been buffered by successive Air Traffic Management (ATM) innovations such as Mach Number Technique (MNT), Required Navigation Performance 10 (RNP-10) and Reduced Vertical Separation Minima (RVSM).  Other innovations, such as Automatic Dependent Surveillance (ADS), are soon to be available, but not all operators are equipped to take advantage of them.

2.2 After a multi year trial, FAA instituted a new standard longitudinal separation minima, 10 minutes, within the Oakland Oceanic FIR.  The implementation included the completion of a satisfactory airspace safety analysis.  Comparisons of traffic flows within Oakland’s FIR to those found in Anchorage’s FIR show them to be highly similar.
2.3 On March 1st of this year, FAA successfully implemented the Ocean21 automation system at the Anchorage ARTCC.  This system, with its incorporated conflict probe, provides air traffic controllers with superior tools with which to achieve and monitor aircraft separation.
2.4 Based on the perceived need, the success of the Oakland implementation, and the availability of Ocean21 at the Anchorage ARTCC, FAA decided to proceed with an operational trial of the reduced longitudinal standard in the Anchorage Oceanic FIR.  Figure 1 depicts this airspace.
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Figure 1.  Anchorage Oceanic FIR
2.4.1 2.5
The trial was begun on April 12th and is expected to be completed by the end of the calendar year.  By that time sufficient data will have been collected to permit the completion of the required safety analysis.  The expectation is that the safety analysis will be successful and that the standard will be permanently adopted. 
3.
Recommendation
3.1
The meeting is invited to note the information provided in this paper and,
3.2
Air Traffic Service Providers of adjacent FIRs are encouraged to consider implementing similar trials.
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