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SUMMARY

This working paper provides information to the meeting on a updated status of operation for the 50 nautical miles longitudinal separation based on the Automated Dependence Surveillance within the Fukuoka Flight Information Region and a future plan of that expansion.
1. Introduction

1.1
On April 11, 2005, the 50 nautical miles (NM) longitudinal separation based on the Automated Dependence Surveillance (ADS) was applied to aircrafts which was flying on the airway R220 and R580 within the Tokyo Flight Information Region (FIR). This application was limited in climbing or descending. On February 1, 2006, this separation standard expanded to the whole airspace in the Tokyo FIR.

1.2
The Tokyo and Naha FIR were integrated, its name as the Fukuoka FIR on February 16, 2006. At the same time, Fukuoka Air Traffic Management Center (JCAB/ATMC) took all the charge of the oceanic Air Traffic Control (ATC) operation within the Fukuoka FIR.

1.3
As for the implementation of the Data-link operation utilizing the satellite system in Japan, the Multiple Transport Satellite 1R (MTSAT-1R) started its operation on July 6, 2006. At once, the 50NM longitudinal separation at cruise was in operation.

2. Discussion

The current status of the 50NM longitudinal separation at cruise
2.1
JCAB presented the IP/19 at the twenty-fifth Informal Pacific Air Traffic Control Coordinating Group meeting (IPACG/25) which was held in Tokyo on October 2006. IP/19 showed that the number of cases applied to the 50NM longitudinal separation at cruse within the Fukuoka FIR was only two or three a day. This tendency has continued by now. (Refer to Attachment)

Expanded application for the longitudinal separation at cruise
2.2
On April 12, 2007, JCAB/ATMC expanded application of the 50NM longitudinal separation to aircraft flying at cruise within the Fukuoka FIR. JCAB and JCAB/ATMC have been continuously collecting the data and evaluating the status of the internal operation.

2.3
JCAB has been considering two main factors for this current situation within the Fukuoka FIR. One is due to a mixed environment where aircrafts appropriately equipped the ADS and aircrafts without it fly in the same route or airspace. As for another factor, JCAB/ATMC, Anchorage Air Route Traffic Control Center (ARTCC) and Oakland ARTCC do not continuously apply the separation standard to aircrafts flying across the FIR boundaries between Fukuoka and Anchorage or Oakland. 

Introduction of the seamless operation of the 50NM in-trail separation between FIRs

2.4
JCAB has been considering that the seamless operation of the 50NM in-trail separation between Fukuoka FIR and Oakland FIR as well as between Fukuoka FIR and Anchorage FIR should be introduced in a phased-manner. JCAB will be ready for starting the first step by 2008. The first step should be limited to specific routes or airspace. After that, we can gradually expand the seamless operation to the other routes or airspace in this region upon the evaluation of this limited application.

2.5
For introducing the seamless operation smoothly, in first JCAB will sufficiently evaluate the outcome of the internal operation. Additionally, it is necessary to accomplish prior coordination with the ATC providers concerned.
3
Action by the meeting

3.1
The meeting is invited to:


a. Take note of the information in this paper and;


b. Consider any issues relating to the expansion of the seamless operation between FIRs 
concerned.
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