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THE TWENTY-SEVENTH MEETING OF THE

INFORMAL PACIFIC ATC COORDINATING GROUP

(IPACG/27)
Tokyo, Japan, 5 – 9 November 2007
Agenda Item 5:
Air Traffic Management Issues  

Flexible Tracks to the Russian Trans East Routes
(Presented by the Federal Aviation Administration)

SUMMARY

This working paper provides information on the generation of Russian Trans East Tracks.

1. Introduction
1.1 In support of the International Civil Aviation Organization’s (ICAO) efforts to reduce operator costs and ecological impacts due to aircraft engine emissions, the Federal Aviation Administration has coordinated with NAV CANADA to develop flexible tracks to accommodate aircraft transiting between the contiguous United States and Asia.
1.2 In March 2007, the FAA facilitated a Russian Trans East (RTE) Track airborne trial for flights departing San Francisco (KSFO) and Los Angeles (KLAX) en route to the RTE boundary fixes during non-peak night time hours.  The results from the trial were very positive.  The average savings was around 7 minutes per flight, with one flight actually saving 21 minutes flying time.  While these results were very good, the trial was conducted after the prime weather patterns in December and January.  Even greater savings are expected during those months.

2. On October 15, 2007 Anchorage Center began publishing three flexible RTE tracks daily.  The tracks originate at KLAX and extend to BESAT, FRENK or Nome, Alaska (OME).  From OME, aircraft operators will determine which of three RTE gateways to use VALDA, KUTAL or ERNIK.  Although the routes begin at KLAX, other aircraft desiring to utilize the RTE Tracks can join the published route at an appropriate intermediate point.  The tracks are effective for flights departing California between 0400 and 1000 UTC.
3. Discussion

3.1 The procedures for publishing the RTE Tracks are as follows:

a. A Track Definition Message (TDM) message with the proposed routes is sent to Oakland, Seattle, and Vancouver Centers by 0030Z.  Any required changes to the TDM routings are addressed to Anchorage Center.

b. Anchorage Center will publish the RTE tracks by 0130Z.  Any questions regarding the published RTE tracks should be addressed to Anchorage Center Traffic Management Unit at 907‑269‑1108.

3.2 Users of the RTE tracks are required to obtain their own Track Advisory reservation with Anchorage Center for the RTE entry point they decide to file a flight plan for.  Oakland Center does not get involved in this Track Advisory program.

3.3 The RTE tracks are not developed with respect to the Pacific Organized Track System (PACOTS) routes.  The PACOTS traffic has priority for altitude assignment when a conflict exists.
4. Action by the Meeting
4.1 The meeting is invited to note the information presented in this paper and continue to support the use of RTE Flexible Tracks.  
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