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Summary

At the Twenty-sixth meeting of the Informal Pacific ATC Coordinating Group   (IPACG/26), Civil Aviation Bureau, Japan (JCAB)  stated to commence study of implementation a flexible routes system between Australia and Japan. This paper presents that JCAB has concluded that it is possible to introduce flexible route system including UPR in the Fukuoka FIR considering the report of study.
1.
Introduction

1.1 At the IPACG26, JCAB stated to commence study of implementation of a flexible route system between Australia (Sydney and Brisbane) and Japan (Narita) in order to save fuel and reduce engine emissions. 
1.2 First point of the study is a trial calculation of benefits through the computer simulation, with support of the Electronic Navigation Research Institute (ENRI). It is comparison a flexible route with fixed ATS route on the burn-off fuel and the flight time.
1.3 The airlines operating between Sydney/Brisbane and Narita usually file Flight Plans through ATS route B586 or A337 in the Fukuoka Flight Information Region (FIR). The ATS route B586 is main route between Guam Islands and Japan. The ATS route A337 is main route between New Zealand/Fiji and Japan.
1.4 Second point of study is adverse impact to all traffic on ATS route B586/A337 except flights between Sydney/Brisbane and Narita. It is analyzed altitude assignments data on how many aircrafts deviate from proposed altitude both actual data of a certain date and simulated data in case of flexible route.
2.
Discussion

2.1 According to the report of the study, there are some benefits on burn-off fuel and flight time. Also there is no adverse impact to the traffic on ATS route B586/A337 if the flexible route system between Sydney/Brisbane and Narita were established. Reports of the study will be presented by ENRI in detail.
2.2 In the light of ATC operations, the flexible route system will make a minor complexity to establish lateral separation. It is considered to secure air traffic controller from complexities by a conflict probe function of the Oceanic Data Processing system.
2.3 JCAB considered that it is not difficult to implement UPR between Sydney/Brisbane and Narita. Only two airlines, JAL and QFA are operating in this city pair. UPR of each airline are expected to be very similar route. ATC operation would be simple, just establishing vertical separation if two UPR conflict each other.
2.4 JCAB concludes that it is possible in the Fukuoka FIR to introduce flexible route system including UPR for the flights between Sydney/Brisbane and Narita.
2.5 Hereafter it is necessary to look into possibility to implement the flexible route system between Sydney/Brisbane and Narita in the Oakland and Port Moresby FIR. 
3.
ACTION BY THE MEETING

3.1
The meeting is invited to:
a. Identify impacts to the ATC operations around the Guam islands in the Oakland FIR. 

b. Recommend UPR or daily flexible route established by ANSP which is better.

c. Note this information and support to implement a flexible route system for the route between Sydney/Brisbane and Narita.
- END -
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