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THE TWENTY-EIGHTH MEETING OF THE

INFORMAL PACIFIC ATC CO-ORDINATING GROUP

(IPACG/28)
(Las Vegas, Nevada, 12-16 May 2008)
Agenda Item 5:  Air Traffic Management (ATM) Issues.
RTE User Preferred Routes
(Presented by the Federal Aviation Administration)

SUMMARY

This information paper provides an update to information presented at IPACG/27 regarding the implementation of a flexible track system between the United States west coast and the Russian Trans East (RTE) entry points KOKES, BESAT, ERNIK, VALDA, KUTAL and FRENK.

1 Introduction
1.1 At IPACG/27, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) presented information regarding the establishment of a flexible route system between U.S. west coast airports (KSFO and KLAX) and the Russian Trans East (RTE) entry points.  Although the established track system provided benefit to some operators, those with night time departures, FAA analyzed that a simpler solution could be implemented which would be of benefit to a broader group of operators.
2 Discussion

2.1 On October 1, 2007 FAA began publishing daily flexible routings that served the RTE entry points for routes G583, B240, G212, B233 and B244.  This was accomplished through use of the Dynamic Ocean Tracking System Plus (DOTS+) track generation tool, which generated the tracks based on forecast upper winds.  These tracks were designed specifically for night time departures from U.S. west coast airports.

2.2 While these tracks did improve route efficiency for some operators, they did little to aid those with daytime departures.  Reviewing this limitation, FAA discerned that a simpler solution was possible that would generate benefits to the broader range of operators.  This solution was the coordination and implementation of a User Preferred Route (UPR) program.

2.3 UPRs permit operators to design their own best routings between identified points limited only by the short list of Air Traffic Management (ATM) required constraints.  Since the design of the UPR is conducted thru a discourse between operators and providers, operators have the opportunity to question constraints and through this process the program is energized for adaptive change.

2.4 The UPR program now in existence permits operators to design and fly preferred routings between west coast Californian airports, and the Vancouver, B.C. airport,  and the KOKES, BESAT, ERNIK, VALDA, KUTAL and FRENK RTE entry points.  The specifics of the program are included in Attachment A of this paper.  Operators who participate are encouraged to forward any data which becomes available that serves to substantiate the efficiency of this UPR program.
3 Recommendation
3.1 The meeting is invited to note the information provided.
RTE UPR PROCEDURES

California and Vancouver (CYVR) departures may file User Preferred Routes to the Russian Trans East Entry Points of KOKES, BESAT, ERNIK, VALDA, KUTAL and FRENK with the following restrictions.

1.  Aircraft must flight plan the appropriate SID procedures for the airport, runway and time they are departing.  The following airports have specific requirements as follows:

a.  KLAX departures must use the VTU5 or GMN4 departure procedures.

b.  CYVR departures must file CYVR V317 YZT (UPR) or CYVR J528 TRENA (UPR)

2.  Aircraft should remain over or west of Mustang (FMG) to remain clear of the Nevada Military Operating areas.

3.  PACOTS aircraft will have priority for altitude assignment if the UPR conflicts with a PACOTS Route.

4. Operators are required to obtain their own Track Advisory reservation with Anchorage Center for the RTE entry point they flight plan for.

5.  UPR flights must flight plan around active military airspace, i.e. ATCAAs, MOAs, Restricted Areas, etc. This includes the Offshore Warning Areas. Operators can refer to FAA's Special Use Airspace webpage located at http://sams-int.faa.gov/sua/Welcome.do for assistance in avoiding US Special Use Airspace. This website does not include planning information on all of the military operating areas outside of Alaska.  The website does not include information on the West Coast Offshore Warning Areas. Operators must avoid the Warning Areas during their scheduled times and look for published NOTAMS on activities that are scheduled outside the published times.

6.  UPR flights may enter Anchorage FIR airspace:

a. Anywhere over or east of waypoint KATCH.

b. Anywhere between KATCH and 152 ° 30' west longitude, so long as the flight overflies at least one of the following fixes: KATCH, HATON, GRIZZ, MARLO or ODK.

c. Anywhere over or west of 152 ° 30' West Longitude and east of 159 ° West Longitude.

7.  Flights entering Anchorage airspace east of KATCH must remain within the Anchorage FIR and not enter the Edmonton FIR.

8.  UPR flights to KOKES shall flight plan via NULUK R220 NATES Direct KOKES.

9.  For flights crossing BESAT between the hours of 1900 UTC to 0700 UTC, operators may file User Preferred Routings to BESAT provided the routings utilize one of the following segments: OME R338 MARCC G583 BESAT, ENM G583 BESAT or NEONN G349 MARCC G583 BESAT. For flights which will cross BESAT between the hours of 0701 UTC until 1859 UTC, operators may file User Preferred Routings to BESAT provided the routings use one of the following segments: ONEOX direct MARCC G583 BESAT, ORVIL direct MARCC G583 BESAT, OME R338 MARCC G583 BESAT, ENM G583 BESAT or NEONN G349 MARCC G583 BESAT.

10.  UPR flights to ERNIK, VALDA, KUTAL and FRENK may file direct to those points provided items 6, 7 and 8 above are complied with.

11.  Flights on established routes, airways or published flex tracks will be afforded priority for altitude assignment over UPR flights in the Anchorage FIR.
12.  Aircraft crossing the NOPAC route system in areas of Non-Radar coverage may have to be descended to cross the NOPAC Routes. The areas of Anchorage Center Radar Coverage are depicted in the Alaska Chart Supplement. 

13.  Daily operational questions regarding a User Preferred Routings should be addressed to the affected Control Center:

Oakland Oceanic- 510-745-3342

Anchorage TMU- 907-269-1108
Vancouver ACC-  604-586-4500

14.  Procedural questions may be addressed to Dennis Addison of Oakland Center, dennis.addison@faa.gov , or to Mark McClure of Anchorage ARTCC at mark.mcclure@faa.gov.
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