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SUMMARY
This paper provides the plan on the implementation of 30 nautical miles (NM) longitudinal separation based on the Automatic Dependent Surveillance (ADS) in the Fukuoka FIR from summer of year 2008.
1 Background
1.1
On April 12, 2007, The Fukuoka Air Traffic Management Center (ATMC) expanded the application of the 50 NM longitudinal separation based on ADS to the whole airspace in the Fukuoka Flight Information Region (FIR).

1.2 
The Fukuoka ATMC and Oakland Air Route Traffic Control Center (ARTCC) have been working collaboratively for introducing the seamless operation of the 50NM in-trail separation to apply it to aircraft flying between the Fukuoka and Oakland FIR. The Fukuoka ATMC and Oakland ARTCC started the initial operation on 11, 12, A and B tracks of the Pacific Organized Track System (PACOTS) in March 2008.

1.3 
JCAB and FAA recognized that this is the significant first-step to improve the airspace capacity and efficiency for all users in the North Pacific region but it is still partial achievement. Therefore, both providers will expand its appreciation to all routes between the Fukuoka and Oakland FIR after reviewing this first-step operation.
1.4 
One of the next stage as foreseeable and practicable is the expanding appreciation of the 30NM in respective airspace, Anchorage, Fukuoka and Oakland FIRs. The Oakland ARTCC has already implemented the 30NM longitudinal separation in their jurisdiction since March 2007 and the Anchorage ARTCC continue to work for implementing the ADS separation in their FIR. 
1.5
 JCAB had been considering the earliest way so as to introduce the 30 NM longitudinal separation in the Fukuoka FIR. During the discussion of the 27 meeting of IPACG, JCAB addressed to the meeting their plan to reduce the 50NM longitudinal separation to 30NM from the summer of 2008. It will be forwarded in the phased manner which is limitedly applied to the climb/descent phase or specific routes. (WP/14 of the 27 meeting, titled "the up-dated information of the 30 NM longitudinal separation based on the ADS within the Fukuoka Flight Information Region" refers)  
2. 
Discussion

2.1
 Prior to the introduction, the evaluation for taking this new application had been conducted. Method of this evaluation was based on the provision prescribed in the ICAO PANS-ATM (Doc. 4444). The details of the evaluation will be presented by JCAB on the WP of “Summary of Safety Assessment Prior to Implementation of 30NM Longitudinal Separation Minimum in the oceanic airspace in Fukuoka FIR” during the 28 meeting.
2.2
 The evaluation concluded that the maximum interval of 14 minutes between each ADS-periodic-reports, which is required when applied to the 30 NM longitudinal separation, must be modified to 10 minutes so as to satisfy the Target Level of Safety (TLS), 5.0 x 10-9, if the reduction would be applied in the whole airspace in the Fukuoka FIR. The reason why this modification is required is that the amount of traffic and the density on the NOPAC is too heavy.
2.3 
As to take the maximum advantage of increasing airspace capacity and user’s efficiency, JCAB will propose the change of the interval of ADS periodic report from 14 minutes to 10 minutes when aircraft fly within the Fukuoka FIR after this summer. If this proposal could not be accepted, JCAB will consider introducing 30NM longitudinal separation in the airspace except for NOPAC in the Fukuoka FIR.
3.
Action by the meeting

The meeting invites to;

a. 
Note the information provided in this paper and;

b. 
Discuss to change 10-minutes-interval for the periodic report by ADS in the Fukuoka FIR after applying 30NM longitudinal separation from this summer.
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