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	THE TWENTY-NINETH MEETING OF THE
INFORMAL PACIFIC ATC CO-ORDINATIng GROUP
(IPACG/29)

	(Fukuoka, Japan, 29-31 October 2008)

	Agenda Item 5
	Air Traffic Management (ATM) Issues

	FORECASTS OF ASIA/PACIFIC TRAFFIC

	(Presented by International Civil Aviation Organization)

	SUMMARY

	The Asia/Pacific Area Traffic Forecasting Group (APA TFG) Fourteenth Meeting was held from 22 to 29 September 2008 at ICAO Asia and Pacific Office, Bangkok, Thailand.  This paper provides the draft report of the Group.  IPACG is invited to note that total aircraft (including cargo) movements across the Pacific are expected to increase from an estimated 150 thousand in 2007 to 211 thousand in the year 2015, at an average annual growth rate of 4.4 per cent.


1. INTRODUCTION
1.1. ICAO Pacific Area Traffic Forecasting Group was formed in 1991 with the primary objective of developing forecasts of civil aviation activity in the transpacific market to support air navigation systems planning activity for ICAO and its Contracting States. The scope of the Group was subsequently broadened to include Intra-Asia/Pacific which is reflected in the current designation as Asia/Pacific Area Traffic Forecasting Group (APA TFG). The Group maintains close relationships with and provides essential data for regional meetings as well as groups charged with air navigation planning and implementation in Asia/Pacific and North America. This report contains forecasts produced by the Group at its fourteenth meeting (September 2008, Bangkok).

1.2. The draft report of the APA TFG fourteenth meeting is attached as in Attachment to this paper.  It should be noted that this is still a draft being reviewed at the ICAO headquarters and presented to the meeting as information only.  It is expected the final report will be published on the ICAO headquarters website by the end of this year.
2. DISCUSSION
2.1 For the period 2007-2015, the gross domestic product (GDP) for the North American and Asia/Pacific regions is expected to increase at average annual rates of 2.5 per cent and 4.7 per cent, respectively and for the period 2015-2025, at 2.4 per cent and 4.0 per cent per annum, respectively. In the aggregate, the most likely scenario (baseline) GDP average annual growth rate for the transpacific area is projected at 3.5 per cent for the forecast horizon 2007-2025.

2.2 Average transpacific airline passenger yield is expected to increase in real terms by 0.3 per cent per annum for the period 2007-2015 and to decline at about 0.5 per cent annually during the period 2015-2025.  Average Intra-Asia/Pacific yield is expected to decline only marginally over the forecast horizon, at a rate similar to that for transpacific yield.
2.3 Based on these "most likely" GDP and yield projections, transpacific traffic is forecast to increase at an average annual rate of 5.6 per cent for the period 2007-2015, reaching some 45.7 million passengers in the year 2015. A growth rate of 5.6 per cent per annum is also expected for the period 2015-2025 resulting in a forecast of about 78.6 million passengers by the year 2025.
2.4 Consistent with the forecasts of passenger traffic growth, future expectations of load factors and average aircraft size, total aircraft (including cargo) movements across the Pacific are expected to increase from an estimated 150 thousand in 2007 to 211 thousand in the year 2015, at an average annual growth rate of 4.4 per cent. For the whole period 2007-2025, these aircraft movements are expected to increase at an annual growth rate of 4.3 per cent, and reach 321 thousand aircraft movements by the year 2025.
2.5 Intra-Asia passenger aircraft movements are forecast to increase from 950 thousand in 2007 to some 1.4 million in 2015, at an average annual growth rate of 4.8 per cent. For the period 2007 to 2025, aircraft movements are forecast to increase at an average annual growth rate of 4.4 per cent and reach some 2.1 million by 2025.

2.6 The selected top 45 city-pairs in terms of numbers of passengers in the Asia/Pacific and transpacific are expected to show traffic increases in aggregate terms of passenger flow at an average annual growth rate of 4.5 per cent from 2007 to 2012. This growth will result in an increase in passenger traffic on the routes concerned from some 53.3 million passengers in 2007 to some 66.4 million passengers in the year 2012.

3.
ACTION BY THE MEETING
3.1
The meeting is invited to note the information.
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