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Summary
In July 2008, the Federal Air Navigation Authority of Russia (FANA) and the Civil Aviation Bureau, Japan (JCAB) completed negotiations resulting in the realignment of Air Traffic Services (ATS) route B932.  This paper provides the Federal Aviation Administration’s response to that realignment.
1. Background
1.1
ATS route B932 was established as a demonstration route in mid 2003.  The route provided a track which began on the Anchorage/Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky Flight Information Region (FIR) boundary and proceeded thru the Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk FIR into the Fukuoka (then Tokyo) FIR.  The demonstration successfully proved the suitability of the transit procedures, the communication and surveillance infrastructure and other air traffic management elements.  Unfortunately, the route received little utilization.  This was thought to have been mainly due to the route’s limited hours of availability, i.e. only between 2030 Coordinated Universal Time (UTC) and 0830UTC, and its unidirectional orientation, i.e. westbound flight only.

1.1
During the Third Meeting of the Cross Polar Working Group (CPWG/3), held in Washington, D.C., USA from 24 to 26 April 2007, all three concerned air navigation service providers (ANSPs), FAA, FANA and JCAB, presented papers discussing the possible realignment of B932.  These proposals were greatly advanced during a bilateral meeting held between JCAB and FANA in July 2008.  During that meeting, JCAB and FANA agreed to increase the route’s availability to 24 hours, to reduce the longitudinal separation, and to permit bi-directional use.  The extension of operation to 24 hours was made on August 28 2008 and the reduction of the longitudinal separation requirement will be done on November 20 2008.  The other change is hoped to be effective in the near future.
2. Discussion
2.1
The FAA wishes to acknowledge and applaud the diligent work accomplished by JCAB and FANA in the realignment of ATS route B932 through the Fukuoka, Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk and Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky FIRs.  FAA also congratulates JCAB and FANA on the successful re-negotiation of the corresponding Inter Area Control Centre (ACC) Letter of Agreement which will greatly increase the air route’s efficiency.  
2.2
FAA is aware that the final success of the B932 realignment rests solely upon FAA’s ability to complete necessary corresponding changes within the Anchorage FIR.  FAA pledges to work as diligently as its partners have to effect these changes as quickly as may be possible.  
3. Recommendation

3.1 The meeting is invited to note the information presented and to join FAA in congratulating JCAB and FANA for the success of their hard work.
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