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THE THIRTIETH MEETING OF THE

INFORMAL PACIFIC ATC CO-ORDINATING GROUP

(IPACG/30)
(Seattle, Washington, USA, 18-22 May 2009)
Agenda Item 5:  
Air Traffic Management (ATM) Issues
Expansion of ATS routes into Alaskan airspace
(Presented by the Federal Aviation Administration)

This paper discusses the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) implementation of new Air Traffic Service (ATS) routes within the Alaskan Flight Information Region (FIR), connecting to existing tracks created in Russian airspace.   
1. Introduction

1.1. During several Cross Polar Working Group meetings, discussions have been ongoing regarding the expansion of the ATS routes into and out of the Russian Trans East fixes.  
2. Discussion

2.1. At the time of this writing, routes have been designed within the Anchorage FIR that connect to existing ATS routes along the Russia/Anchorage FIR boundary.  These routes are expected to be published in charts effective 7 May 2009.  The FAA Safety Risk Management Document (SRMD) has been written and is being reviewed by FAA officials.  A draft Letter of Agreement (LOA) has been prepared and forwarded to Russia for its review.  Controller training at Anchorage Air Route Traffic Control Center (ARTCC) is currently underway.  Assuming the SRMD and LOA are approved, the routes will be available for use effective 7 May 2009.
2.2. Some limitations have been implemented within this plan to allow FAA an opportunity to gauge service usage, observe real-time complexity and discover any unforeseen complications.  Initial restrictions include the following:
B932 = Eastbound at 10,100 Meters; Westbound at 10,600 meters; 15 minutes longitudinal spacing for all flights at the same altitude.  This route will be available 24 hours a day; no other altitudes are currently available.  Mr. Alexey Buevich, State ATM Corporation, has indicated via telephone conversations that the longitudinal separation may be reduced to 10 minutes after further negotiations.
G583 = Eastbound at 11,100 Meters is no longer available.

B241 = Eastbound at 9,100 or 10,100 meters; Westbound at 9,600 meters 10,600 meters or 11,600 meters; 15 minutes longitudinal spacing for all flights at the same altitude.  Available 24 hours a day, no other eastbound altitudes available.

B240 = Opened eastbound at any appropriate eastbound metric altitude.

2.3
Transition on these routes from Imperial flight levels to metric altitudes within the Anchorage FIR has proven problematic.  Areas of non-radar surveillance with extensive crossing traffic create severe limitations that cannot be mitigated with existing systems.  
3. Recommendation
3.1. The meeting is invited to note the information presented in this paper.  Questions may be answered during IPACG/30.  Any additional activity regarding these routings will be discussed at the next Cross Polar Working Group meeting scheduled for June 2009 in Paris, France.
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