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The Twentieth Meeting of the Informal South Pacific ATS Coordinating Group

(ISPACG/20)

Honolulu, USA, 30 January – 1 February 2006

Agenda Item 2:
Updates from ATS providers

FAA’s Implementation Strategy for the Implementation of the 50NM Longitudinal Separation Standard based on ADS
(Presented by the Federal Aviation Administration)

SUMMARY

This information paper provides a status update on the FAA’s implementation of the 50NM longitudinal separation standard based on ADS in the Oakland and Anchorage Flight Information Regions (FIRs).

1.
Introduction
1.1
The FAA is in the process of implementing the Ocean21 system at its oceanic Air Route Traffic Control Centers (ARTCC). The Ocean 21 system will allow for the application of the 50NM longitudinal separation standard between appropriately equipped aircraft.

1.2 
Based on customer input, the FAA has adopted a “mixed environment” strategy for the implementation of separation standards based on ADS (50NM lateral/50NM longitudinal and 30NM lateral /30NM longitudinal).

1.3
Ocean21 became fully operational at Oakland ARTCC on 17 October 2005 and the Initial Operating Capability (IOC) of Ocean21 at Anchorage ARTCC is currently scheduled for March 2006.

2.
Discussion

2.1
Oakland ARTCC has begun utilizing the 50NM longitudinal standard based on ADS between appropriately equipped aircraft.  

2.2
The standard is being applied in a mixed environment allowing properly equipped aircraft to take advantage of reduced separation standards while not penalizing those that are not yet equipped.

2.3
During November 2005, Oakland ARTCC saw an increase in the approval of altitude requests of 3.2 percent over November 2004.  This is expected to increase as the workforce becomes more experienced with the application of the standard.
2.4
The use of the 50NM longitudinal standard based on ADS will be discontinued where necessary prior to aircraft exiting the Oakland FIR.

2.5
To date, Oakland ARTCC has not seen any negative impact to the controller workforce or its customers due to the current strategy.

2.6 
Anchorage ARTCC will follow the strategy of a “mixed environment” once they begin utilizing the Ocean21 system operationally.
3.
Recommendation
3.1
The meeting is invited to note the information provided in this paper.
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