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The Twentieth Meeting of the Informal South Pacific ATS Coordinating Group

(ISPACG/20)

Honolulu, USA, 30 January – 1 February 2006

Agenda Item 9: Other business
FAA Interim Guidance for Airbus A380 Separation
(Presented by the Federal Aviation Administration)

1. Background

As noted in the other IPACG papers on this topic, much discussion is still ongoing about wake turbulence separation needed for the Airbus A380 (A388).  

2. Introduction

Because an A388 was scheduled to operate in US-controlled oceanic/offshore airspace earlier this month, FAA published the attached interim guidance, FAA Notice 7110.435, in keeping with ICAO recommendations.  Additionally, FAA requested that Airbus flight planners notify FAA whenever an A388 will transit US controlled airspace so that special handing can be arranged until more permanent guidance is established and documented.  

3. Discussion

The attached procedures were used for the A388 flights that transited New York oceanic and San Juan offshore airspace on 10 and 16 January.  Airbus flight planners worked closely with the US ATS providers and no problems were noted.  

FAA will continue to work with international partners to develop and publish standards and procedures to support A388 operations in oceanic, en route, terminal and surface ATC domains.  
4. Conclusion

The group is invited to note the information in FAA Notice 7110.435 and to continue international efforts to globally harmonize appropriate standards and procedures to support A380 operations.  
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