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The Twentieth Meeting of the Informal South Pacific ATS Coordinating Group

(ISPACG/20)

Honolulu, USA, 30 January – 1 February 2006

Agenda Item 2:
Updates from ATS Providers
Cancellation of Airborne Collision Avoidance System/Traffic Collision Avoidance System (ACAS/TCAS) In trail Climb/In trail Descent (ITC/ITD) Procedure

(Presented by the Federal Aviation Administration)

	SUMMARY

The in trail climb (ITC) and in trail descent (ITD) operational test procedures that have been in effect for US controlled Pacific oceanic airspace for nearly a decade will be cancelled on 16 February 2006.  These procedures promised to provide needed benefits, but for various reasons were seldom used.  However, the FAA will continue to evaluate the use of other technologies to better support this sort of procedure in oceanic airspace.




1.
INTRODUCTION
1.1 The operational test for the ITC/ITD using Airborne Collision Avoidance System/Traffic Collision Avoidance System (ACAS/TCAS) has been only rarely used over the past several years and has been even less used in the past several months.  Aircrews and controllers are becoming less familiar with the procedure due to the lack of its use.  With the implementation of both vertical and horizontal reduced separation minima during the past few years, there may be limited benefit for the ITC/ITD procedure, which relies on distance determination based on ACAS/TCAS.

2.
DISCUSSION

2.1 Though the ITC/ITD procedures will be cancelled on 16 February 2006, the United States will continue to evaluate other technologies that may support a means to more efficiently change altitudes in oceanic airspace.  

3.
RECOMMENDATION

3.1
The meeting is invited to note the information in this paper and offer assistance in developing other means to provide an in trail climb/descent capability in oceanic airspace.
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