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The Twentieth Meeting of the Informal South Pacific ATS Coordinating Group

(ISPACG/20)
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Agenda Item 2a:
Outcomes of APANPIRG/16

FUNDING ARRANGEMENTS FOR REGIONAL AIRSPACE SAFETY MONITORING

(Presented by the ICAO Asia/Pacific Regional Office)

	SUMMARY

This paper summarizes the discussions at the 16th meeting of the Asia/Pacific Air Navigation Planning and Implementation Regional Group (APANPIRG/16 – August 2005) in relation to funding arrangements for regional airspace safety monitoring. 


1.
INTRODUCTION

1.1
In considering matters relating to funding arrangements for regional airspace safety monitoring, the 16th meeting of the Asia/Pacific Air Navigation Planning and Implementation Regional Group (APANPIRG/16 – August 2005) noted the emphasis placed by the Third Meeting of the Regional Airspace Safety Monitoring Advisory Group (RASMAG/3 – June 2005) on addressing how States could best organize and finance the safety monitoring services necessary for the international airspaces in the region, such as were required for the application of RVSM and reduced horizontal separation. 

1.2
APANPIRG/16 also observed that the expertise required for safety monitoring activities was not readily available in each State, requiring States to collaborate in the provision of safety services and to work towards establishing suitable mechanisms for the funding of multinational infrastructure and services.

2 
DISCUSSION

2.1 In discussing experiences in establishing safety monitoring services on a regional basis, it was observed that progress was being made towards providing CRA services for the Bay of Bengal. However, APANPIRG/16 was advised that the funding model developed for the CRA, utilizing IATA as a joint collections agency for a “CRA Charge” applied per flight in the affected area, had limited applicability and was designed specifically to meet an urgent need to engage highly specialized expertise required to perform the service on behalf of the participating States as the ADS/CPDLC operational trials had already commenced in February 2004. 

2.2 APANPIRG/16 was advised by Thailand that the regional RMA for the Asia, the Monitoring Agency for the Asia Region (MAAR) operated by AEROTHAI, would be willing to accept the responsibility of additional safety management tasks in the areas they are currently appointed as RMA. This would be specifically in the role of an organization approved by regional agreement to provide airspace safety services in international airspace in the Asia/Pacific Region for implementation and operation of reduced horizontal separation. Noting that Thailand would need the support of other States in financing any such expansion, Thailand was urged to develop its proposal further.

2.3 APANPIRG/16 also noted that the United States had informed ISPACG/19 that the FAA would discontinue funding of the ISPACG CRA in September 2005 and other funding arrangements would be necessary. The Secretariat also drew attention to the serious concerns that had been expressed recently by ICAO in respect of the non-availability of RVSM safety monitoring services in the Middle East (MID) Region. This situation in the MID Region had led the Secretary General of ICAO to notify MID States, via State Letter, that unless a concrete action plan was developed by affected States, the withdrawal of RVSM operations from the MID Region would be considered by ICAO. Subsequent actions by MID States had now averted this scenario.

2.4 Notwithstanding the difficulties involved, APANPIRG/16 recognized the urgent need to develop feasible and sustainable funding solutions for regional safety monitoring so that on-going initiatives to carry out trials and to implement CNS/ATM systems in Asia/Pacific would not be delayed and that safety and efficiency were not compromised. Recalling that APANPIRG’s CNS/ATM technical experts had previously found it difficult to resolve the complex legal, financial and organizational issues involved in establishing a regional safety monitoring agency, the meeting considered that this matter should be addressed by States’ experts in these specialist fields.

2.5 In light of the foregoing, APANPIRG/16 formulated the following Conclusion:
Conclusion 16/2
–
Funding arrangements for regional airspace safety monitoring

That, a study group be convened to develop a feasible and sustainable proposal to equip States to organize and finance necessary safety monitoring mechanisms for the provision of safety services for the international airspaces in the Asia/Pacific region and that States be represented at that meeting by their appropriate legal, financial and organizational experts who would be best equipped and empowered to resolve any difficulties. The study group should report to RASMAG not later than the end of June 2006.

2.6

In addition, sub-agenda item “Funding for regional safety monitoring agencies for reduced vertical separation minima (RVSM), required navigation performance (RNP) and automatic dependent surveillance/controller pilot data link communications (ADS/CPDLC)” has been included under Agenda Item 5 “Interregional coordination and harmonization” of the Fifth Meeting of the ALLPIRG/Advisory Group (ALLPIRG/5), to be held at ICAO Headquarters, Montreal, Canada on 23 & 24 March 2006. 

3.
ACTION BY THE MEETING

3.1

The meeting is invited to note the information in this paper.
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