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The Twentieth Meeting of the Informal South Pacific ATS Coordinating Group

(ISPACG/20)

Honolulu, USA, 30 January – 1 February 2006

Agenda Item 7:
Other Business

Airport Air Traffic Control Facilities Notification (AFN) Logons

(Presented by the Federal Aviation Administration)

SUMMARY

This working paper provides information on the operational issues that arise due to aircraft establishing datalink connections with Oakland Air Route Traffic Control Center (ARTCC) (KZAK) prior to departure.

1.
Introduction
1.1
The FANS Operations Manual (FOM), paragraph 4.3.4 states, “An initial ATC Facilities Notification (AFN) logon is required when the aircraft does not already have an automatic dependent surveillance (ADS) or controller pilot data link communication (CPDLC) connection, such as when the aircraft is preparing to depart from an airport”.

1.2
When an aircraft sends the initial AFN message, the Ocean21 system establishes both a CPDLC and ADS connection.

2.
Discussion

2.1
The Ocean 21 system will begin extrapolating an aircraft’s position once a datalink connection is established.  This is done based on the filed flight plan.

2.2
When datalink connections are established well before the aircraft departs, an extrapolated track can appear to reach the KZAK boundary even though the aircraft has not yet departed.  This can create controller workload in determining the status/location of the aircraft.  

2.3
Additionally, ADS reports while an aircraft is still at the gate add an unnecessary economic burden on the user. 
3.
Recommendation
3.1
The meeting is invited to consider the following requests:

a. That aircraft not logon to Oakland ARTCC until airborne when departing an airport outside of the Oakland FIR, when the Oakland FIR will be the first Data Authority.

b. If departing within the Oakland FIR, aircraft should logon just prior to taxi.

3.2
If these recommendations are accepted, take action to update the FOM and/or suggest alternatives that may resolve the concern.
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